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NAME: ___________________ 

 

1. What factor increased European appetite for opening up new trade routes to Asia? 

 

 

2. What was the main motive behind European exploration of the Americas in the late 

15th and Century? 

 

 

3. Why did European mariners travel west across the Atlantic and south around Africa in 

the late 15th Century? 

 

 

4. Of which continents were Europeans completely unaware prior to 1492? 

 

5. What is the most prevalent myth about Columbus and early European explorers? 

 

 

6. Which new navigation technologies made possible long-distance travel by sea for 

Europeans in the 15th and 16th Centuries? 

 

 

7. Which Portuguese ruler sponsored a navigation school and many voyages by sea? 

 

 

8. Where did Portugal establish colonies in the 16th century? 
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9. Which nations became the dominant naval powers of the 16th and 17th Centuries? 

 

10. Which industries were built upon the transatlantic slave trade? 

 

11. Who was Vasco de Gama? 

 

 

12. What was the Treaty of Tordesillas? 

 

 

13. Which indigenous civilizations emerged first in what is now Mexico and Guatemala? 

 

 

14. What evidence did the Olmecs and Mayans leave us of their civilization? 

 

 

15. Which indigenous people group dominated central Mexico when the Spanish arrived 

in the 16th Century? 

 

 

16. Which indigenous people group dominated the Andes regions of South America 

when the Spanish arrived in the 16th Century? 

 

 

17. For which technological advances are the Aztecs and Incas remembered? 
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18. Which economic practices helped many indigenous peoples in North America 

sustain their communities? 

 

 

19. Which indigenous people group thrived in what is now New York State and Quebec? 

 

20. Which indigenous people group thrived in what is now the St. Lawrence and Great 

Lakes region? 

 

21. Which indigenous people group thrived in what is now the prairies and northern 

Canada? 

 

22. Which indigenous people group thrived in what is now the arctic regions of Canada, 

Russia, the USA, and Greenland? 

 

23. Which indigenous people group thrived in what is now Alberta and Montana? 

 

24. Which indigenous people group thrived in what is the west coast of BC, Washington 

State, and Oregon? 

 

25. What mistake did Columbus make when he arrived in the Caribbean in 1492? 

 

 

26. Which Italian explorer claimed Newfoundland for England in 1497? 

 

27. Which French explorer sailed up the St. Lawrence River and claimed what is not 

Quebec and Montreal for France? 
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28. Which explorer sailed into Hudson’s Bay in 1610, mistaking it for the North-West 

Passage? 

 

 

29. After which Florentine Explorer is North and South America named? 

 

 

30. Which plants did Europeans bring to the Americas? 

 

31. Which plants did Europeans bring back to Eurasia and Africa from the Americas? 

 

 

32. Which animals were brought to the Americas from Europe and Asia? 

 

 

33. Which factor played the greatest role in decimating the population of indigenous 

peoples in the Americas? 

 

 

34. For which actions have Spanish conquistadores been most often criticized? 

 

 

35. How might the arrival of Europeans have benefited indigenous Americans? 
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ANSWER KEY 

 

1. What factor increased European appetite for opening up new trade routes to 

Asia? 

The conquest of Constantinople in 1453, which closed the silk road to Europeans.  

2. What was the main motive behind European exploration of the Americas in the late 

15th and Century? 

To find a cheaper route to Asian trade markets 

3. Why did European mariners travel west across the Atlantic and south around 

Africa in the late 15th Century? 

To discover alternative trade routes to Asia 

4. Of which continents were Europeans completely unaware prior to 1492? 

The Americas 

5. What is the most prevalent myth about Columbus and early European 

explorers? 

That they wanted to prove that the earth was round. 

6. Which new navigation technologies made possible long-distance travel by sea 

for Europeans in the 15th and 16th Centuries? 

Caracels, lanteen sails, and new navigation technologies. 

7. Which Portuguese ruler sponsored a navigation school and many voyages by 

sea? 

Prince Henry the Navigator 

8. Where did Portugal establish colonies in the 16th century? 

Africa, India, Brazil, SE Asia 

9. Which nations became the dominant naval powers of the 16th and 17th 

Centuries? 

Spain and Portugal 
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10. Which industries were built upon the transatlantic slave trade? 

Plantation crops such as tobacco, sugar and cotton. 

11. Who was Vasco de Gama? 

A Portuguese navigator who sailed around Africa to India twice. 

12. What was the Treaty of Tordesillas? 

A secret treaty between Spain and Portugal that divided up the known world 

into two spheres of influence. 

13. Which indigenous civilizations emerged first in what is now Mexico and 

Guatemala? 

Olmec and Mayans 

14. What evidence did the Olmecs and Mayans leave us of their civilization? 

Sculptures and ruins. 

15. Which indigenous people group dominated central Mexico when the Spanish 

arrived in the 16th Century? 

The Aztecs 

16. Which indigenous people group dominated the Andes regions of South 

America when the Spanish arrived in the 16th Century? 

The Incas 

17. For which technological advances are the Aztecs and Incas remembered? 

Complex architectural structures and calendars. 

18. Which economic practices helped many indigenous peoples in North America 

sustain their communities? 

hunting, fishing, agriculture and trade 

19. Which indigenous people group thrived in what is now New York State and 

Quebec? 

The Iroquois 
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20. Which indigenous people group thrived in what is now the St. Lawrence and 

Great Lakes region? 

The Algonquin 

21. Which indigenous people group thrived in what is now the prairies and 

northern Canada? 

The Cree 

22. Which indigenous people group thrived in what is now the arctic regions of 

Canada, Russia, the USA, and Greenland? 

The Inuit 

23. Which indigenous people group thrived in what is now Alberta and Montana? 

The Blackfoot 

24. Which indigenous people group thrived in what is the west coast of BC, 

Washington State, and Oregon? 

The Coast Salish 

25. What mistake did Columbus make when he arrived in the Caribbean in 1492? 

He believed he was in the West Indies (in Asia) and labeled the islanders 

“Indians.” 

26. Which Italian explorer claimed Newfoundland for England in 1497? 

John Cabot (Giovanni Caboto) 

27. Which French explorer sailed up the St. Lawrence River and claimed what is 

not Quebec and Montreal for France? 

Jacques Cartier 

28. Which explorer sailed into Hudson’s Bay in 1610, mistaking it for the North-

West Passage? 

Henry Hudson 

29. After which Florentine Explorer is North and South America named? 



European Exploration & Colonization Practice Test 8 
 

Amerigo Vespucci 

30. Which plants did Europeans bring to the Americas? 

Coffee, rice and wheat. 

31. Which plants did Europeans bring back to Eurasia and Africa from the 

Americas? 

Corn, beans, squash, tomatoes & tobacco. 

32. Which animals were brought to the Americas from Europe and Asia? 

Cows, horses & pigs 

33. Which factor played the greatest role in decimating the population of 

indigenous peoples in the Americas? 

The introduction of European diseases (namely Small Pox). 

34. For which actions have Spanish conquistadores been most often criticized? 

For killing and enslaving indigenous Americans. 

35. How might the arrival of Europeans have benefited indigenous Americans? 

By introducing useful trade goods into their cultures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


