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Name: __________________________________ 

 

Part 1: Refer to page 152 in Counterpoints to answer questions 1-5: 

 

1. Describe the Nazi “Final Solution” for the Jewish people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is genocide, and what might distinguish it from other acts of 

“conventional” warfare? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What happened at the Nuremberg trials? 

 

 

 

 

4. What sort of crimes might qualify as war crimes? 

 

 

 

 

5. Given what we have learned about events such as the Holocaust or the 

bombing of Japan, how might you respond to someone who claimed that 

“killing is killing. Everyone was equally responsible and equally guilty for the 

crimes of World War II”? 
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Part 2: Now you will view scenes from the film Schindler’s List. Please read the 

synopsis, then answer the questions while watching the film. 

 

Schindler’s List (1993) 

A true story of a Nazi war profiteer called Oskar Schindler, who uses Jewish labor to 

start a factory in occupied Poland. As World War II progresses and the fate of the 

Jews becomes clearer, Schindler's motivations switch from making a profit to saving 

lives, and he is able to keep over 1100 Jews from death in the gas chambers by 

buying them from the German military with his own money. 

 

1. What is the general consensus among Polish Jews who have been forced into 

the Ghetto? 

 

 

 

 

2. What happens to the engineer? What explanation does the German officer 

give for his actions? What does this suggest about the value he places on the 

lives of his workers? 

 

 

 

 

3. Summarize the speech given by the camp commander. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Describe what takes place when the Ghetto is liquidated by the German army. 
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5. Describe the conditions of the work camp. What evidence suggests that the 

Nazis did not consider Jewish prisoners to be human beings? 

 

 

 

 

6. Describe the “health inspection.” What was its purpose? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. To what lengths do some captives go in order to survive? Give one specific 

example. 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Why does it begin to snow ash upon nearby towns and villages? 

 

 

 

 

9. What evidence from the film suggests that war and the Nazi regime have 

brutalized German military personal and Polish civilians? 

 

 

 

 

10.  How does Oskar Schindler go from being very rich to very poor by 1945? 
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11.  Holocaust deniers are people that argue that either the Holocaust never 

happened or that far fewer Jewish people were murdered than has been 

reported. What evidence might refute such claims? 

 

 

 

 

12. Discuss the following quote with a partner: 

 

First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Socialist. 

Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out—  
Because I was not a Trade Unionist. 

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—  
Because I was not a Jew. 

Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me. 

 -- Martin Niemöller (1892–1984) 
(a prominent Protestant pastor who emerged as an outspoken critic of Nazism and 
who spent the last seven years of Nazi rule in concentration camps) 

a) What warning does Niemoller have for his readers? 
 

 

b) Hitler is dead and Nazis are now a fringe political group. Yet this warning might 
still have relevance for us. Explain why. 

 

 

 

 

 

13. In your opinion, why might it be important to remember the Holocaust? 
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ANSWER KEY 

 

Part 1: Refer to page 152 in Counterpoints to answer questions 1-5: 

 

1. Describe the Nazi “Final Solution” for the Jewish people. 

A systematic attempt to eliminate (murder) an entire “race” of people 

within Europe. It began with the Nuremburg laws, which removed the 

civil rights of Jewish Germans (such as the right to own a business or 

freedom of movement or the right to marry a non-Jew etc.). Then, 

authorities herded Jewish people in Europe into ghettos, confiscating 

their property and leaving them to starve. Others were conscripted 

for slave labour. The “Final” solution involved murdering men, 

women and children with firing squads and gas chambers. 
 

2. What is genocide, and what might distinguish it from other acts of 

“conventional” warfare? 

Genocide is the intentional and systematic murder of an identified 

ethnic, religious, or political group. Conventional warfare usually 

involves acts of violence against military targets to obtain military 

objectives. Genocide is an act of war with political/ economic/ social 

objectives conducted against non-military targets. 
 

3. What happened at the Nuremberg trials? 

A number of prominent Nazis were tried and either sentenced to 

prison or executed for committing war crimes. 
 

4. What sort of crimes might qualify as war crimes? 

Deliberately attacking civilian targets (or accidentally harming non-

military targets). Torture or execution of prisoners. Conducting 

medical experiments on prisoners. Genocide. 
 

5. Given what we have learned about events such as the Holocaust or the 

bombing of Japan, how might you respond to someone who claimed that 
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“killing is killing. Everyone was equally responsible and equally guilty for the 

crimes of World War II”? 

Answers will vary. 

 

Part 2: Now you will view scenes from the film Schindler’s List. Please read the 

synopsis, then answer the questions while watching the film. 

 

Schindler’s List (1993) 
A true story of a Nazi war profiteer called Oskar Schindler, who used 

Jewish labor to start a factory in occupied Poland. As World War II 

progressed and the fate of the Jews became clearer, Schindler's 

motivations switched from making a profit to saving lives, and he was 

able to keep over 1100 Jews from death in the gas chambers by buying 

them from the German military with his own money. 
 

1. What is the general consensus among Polish Jews who have been forced into 

the Ghetto? 

That it could not get any worse. They had lost their property, 

livelihoods, and freedom. 
 

2. What happens to the engineer? What explanation does the German officer 

give for his actions? What does this suggest about the value he places on the 

lives of his workers? 

She is shot for displeasing the Officer with her tone. She is not 

considered human. He would not have been able to do this to a non-

Jewish German. 
 

3. Summarize the speech given by the camp commander. 

The Jews have lived in Poland for 600 years. Now they will become a 

distant memory. We SS are making history today. 
 

4. Describe what takes place when the Ghetto is liquidated by the German army. 
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Answers will vary. Their property is confiscated. Men and women are 

separated and sent to different parts of the work camps. Those who 

resist or who are unable to work or who hide out are executed. 
 

5. Describe the conditions of the work camp. What evidence suggests that the 

Nazis did not consider Jewish prisoners to be human beings? 

Answers will vary. Indiscriminate murder, physical and verbal abuse. 

Neglect. 
 

6. Describe the “health inspection.” What was its purpose? 

To separate the sick and the healthy. The sick were sent to be killed 

while the healthy were forced to work as slaves until they became 

sick. 
 

7. To what lengths do some captives go in order to survive? Give one specific 

example. 

Answers will vary. 
 

8. Why does it begin to snow ash upon nearby towns and villages? 

The ash is from the burning bodies of dead people. 
 

9. What evidence from the film suggests that war and the Nazi regime have 

brutalized German military personal and Polish civilians? 

They supported sending innocent people to their deaths and 

rationalized torture, slavery, maltreatment and murder. 
 

10.  How does Oskar Schindler go from being very rich to very poor by 1945? 

He spends all the money he has made buying Jewish workers from the German 

army. 

 

11.  Holocaust deniers are people that argue that either the Holocaust never 

happened or that far fewer Jewish people were murdered than has been 

reported. What evidence might refute such claims? 
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Nazi files that were not destroyed. Birth records (where did 6 million people 

go?). Bodies that were not completely destroyed. Eye-witness accounts of people 

who were there. 

 

12. Discuss the following quote with a partner: 

 

First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out— 
Because I was not a Socialist. 

Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out—  
Because I was not a Trade Unionist. 

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—  
Because I was not a Jew. 

Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me. 

 -- Martin Niemöller (1892–1984) 
(a prominent Protestant pastor who emerged as an outspoken critic of Nazism and 
who spent the last seven years of Nazi rule in concentration camps) 

a) What warning does Niemoller have for his readers? 
 

An attack on the rights of one is an attack on the rights of everyone. United we 
can stand against oppression and injustice. Divided, we may ALL be victimized. 

b) Hitler is dead and Nazis are now a fringe political group. Yet this warning might 
still have relevance for us. Explain why. 

 

Any extreme political group may rise to power or seize power through force. 

When motivated by fear, we may surrender our civil rights in exchange for 

protection from a strong government or leader. 

 

13. In your opinion, why might it be important to remember the Holocaust? 

 

Answers will vary. Perhaps we remember so as to honor those who suffered. 

Perhaps we remember in order to remain vigilant and stop it from happening 

again. 


