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What was the 
American Civil War 

The civil war is known as the 
“War between the States”. It 
was a fight between the 
United States of America 
North and United States of 
America South. The main 
reason for the war was the 
North fought to end slavery 
while the South fought to 

keep it.



Economic Reasons
● The North was economically dominant over 

the South.
● Southerners made huge profits from cotton 

fields and slaves.
● They fought in the war to maintain the 

income from slavery. 
● slave labor was not a major element in any 

northern colonies economy, they did not 
need the use of slavery due to their climate.

● In 1805 there were just over one million 
slaves worth about $300 million; fifty-five 
years later there were four million slaves 
worth close to $3 billion.



Political reasons
● The South wanted more of a sovereign 

than the federation, or confederacy 
government.

● The federal government denied the 
South states this right. Which caused 
many problems for the government.

● The Southern States felt that they were 
no longer respected, they moved 
towards the idea of secession. 

● Few black people were allowed to vote 
or own property. 

● Lincoln’s election provided the south 
with another reason to go to war. 



How the Slaves in 
the South were 
Treated

● Men, women, and children served as field 
hands. The owner decided when slave children 
would go into the fields, usually around the 
ages of 10 and 12.

● slaves were used as farm laborers and they 
formed the backbone of the southern 
economy.

● The South focused tobacco in Virginia, later in 
Maryland and North Carolina. Rice, indigo, and 
livestock was focused in South Carolina. In 
South Carolina african slaves are very 
important not only in the use of labor but for 
their knowledge of livestock and rice.



How the Slaves in 
the North were 
Treated

● Slavery in the North had never 
approached the numbers of the South.

● By the end of the American Revolution, 
slavery had proven unprofitable in the 
North and was dying out.

● The North failed to develop large-scale 
number of slavery, much to do with 
climate and economy.

● the Northern leadership fought to end 
slavery and declared it as a national 
problem.



The impact on the
Economy after the 
War 

● After the war the Economy improved.
● 1789 when George Washington took 

office, the was in a debt of $77 million but 
in In 1860 after the war the U.S. national 
debt was $65 million, after fighting two 
major wars in the year 1789-1860 the 
United States began its industrial growth 
while reducing its national debt.

● They had no income tax, no estate tax, 
and no excise taxes. The whiskey take, 
that most people hated was gone.

● President Lincoln signed a bill establishing 
federal subsidies for building two 
transcontinental railroads. To improve the 
connections between states.



How the government 
was impacted

● Northern states benefited from the 
pension dollars at the expense of 
southern states. 

● Republicans blamed the Democrats for 
the war. 

● The federal government created a 
pension board to determine whether 
injuries to veterans would give them a 
pension. But the issue was complex, 
sometimes, veterans created or faked 
injuries, after the war was over.



The impact on the 
Society after the 
war.

● An estimated of 750,000 Americans died 
in the Civil War from either battle 
wounds,disease, and more than a million 
others carried to their wounds to their 
graves from their service.

● Women’s rights movements had started.
● African American freedom. African 

Americans began to become more 
knowledgeable about the privileges that 
they would be able to have. They began to 
fight for the right to vote and the right to 
land.

● Abraham Lincoln had freed the slaves in 
the North, but the Confederate States 
were still getting by with slavery but not 
as big in number as before.
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