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Name: _______________________________ 

 

 

Part 1: Use Counterpoints (pages 150-151) to answer the following 

questions: 

 

1. What reasons did Admiral William Leahy give against using the 

atomic bomb? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What three arguments did Colonel Paul Tibbets give to support 

the use of the atomic bomb on Japan? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What do you think Robert Oppenheimer mean by “We knew 

the world would not be the same”? 
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Part 2: Critical Thinking 

 

Now imagine that YOU are the president of the USA (and not Harry 

Truman). It is August 1st, 1945. Japan has not yet offered an 

unconditional surrender (they do not want the Emperor Hirohito to 

be arrested or even to have to abdicate his throne). If they do not 

surrender, you are faced with the prospect of sending in American 

soldiers to invade Japan. The Soviet Russian forces are also 

advancing towards Japan through the Korean Peninsula and may 

invade Japan from the west. Do you or do you NOT order the 

dropping of the two hydrogen bombs? Lay out the reasons for and 

against using the bombs, and then make your decision as to the best 

way to end the war. 

 

Reasons FOR Dropping the 
Bombs 

Reasons AGAINST Dropping the 
Bombs 
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I have concluded that the best approach to ending this terrible war 

with Japan is to 

______________________________________________________________________________

_____ 

______________________________________________________________________________

__________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

__________.  

 

This is the best choice I can make (given the circumstances), because 

______________________________________________________________________________

___________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

___________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

___________. 
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ANSWER KEY 

 

Part 1: Use Counterpoints (pages 150-151) to answer the following 

questions: 

 

1. What reasons did Admiral William Leahy give against using the 

atomic bomb? 

 “It would violate every Christian ethic and all known laws of 

war.” It is a weapon of mass destruction which harms innocent 

civilians (in particular, women and children). 

 The Japanese were already defeated and ready to surrender 

(not needed in order to end the war). Strategically 

unnecessary. 

 

2. What three arguments did Colonel Paul Tibbets give to support 

the use of the atomic bomb on Japan? 

 The objective was to stop the fighting (It was strategically 

successful) 

 Presidential Approval: “Just following order” = Not morally 

responsible. 

 Dropping the bombs SAVED LIVES ON BOTH SIDES by making 

invasion unnecessary. (“Lesser Evil” argument) 

 THE ENDS JUSTIFY THE MEANS. 

 If we didn’t drop them, someone else would have dropped 

them. (inevitability) 

 

3. What do you think Robert Oppenheimer mean by “We knew 

the world would not be the same”? 

 Nuclear bombs have forever changed warfare. 
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 We now have the potential to totally destroy our world. 

 

Part 2: Critical Thinking 

 

Now imagine that YOU are the president of the USA (and not Harry 

Truman). It is August 1st, 1945. Japan has not yet offered an 

unconditional surrender (they do not want the Emperor Hirohito to 

be arrested or even to have to abdicate his throne). If they do not 

surrender, you are faced with the prospect of sending in American 

soldiers to invade Japan. The Soviet Russian forces are also 

advancing towards Japan through the Korean Peninsula and may 

invade Japan from the west. Do you or do you NOT order the 

dropping of the two hydrogen bombs? Lay out the reasons for and 

against using the bombs, and then make your decision as to the best 

way to end the war. 

Reasons FOR Dropping the Bombs Reasons AGAINST Dropping the 
Bombs 

 It might end the war (convince 
the Japanese to surrender 
unconditionally) 

 Limit American (and Japanese) 
casualties (avoid invasion). 

 Try out the atomic bombs for 
scientific purposes. 

 Symbol of American military 
dominance. 

 Intimidate the Soviet Union as a 
tool of diplomatic pressure. 

 
 

 It is ethically/ morally 
repugnant. 

 The Japanese were already 
asking for peace (as of May, 
1945). 

 We might be charged with war 
crimes (at least, we may lose 
any international moral high 
ground). 

 It sets the bar low in terms of 
the rules of warfare (others can 
be justified in doing the same 
thing to us). 

 We will kick of a nuclear arms 
race with the USSR. 
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I have concluded that the best approach to ending this terrible war 

with Japan is to  

a) Do not drop the bombs. Instead, cooperate with the Soviets in a 

land invasion (risking joint administration of Japan). 

b)  Do not drop the bombs. Use them as a last resort (if invasion fails). 

c) Do not drop the bombs. Let the Soviets invade and conquer Japan. 

d) Drop the bombs. Expect a surrender. 

e) Accept a conditional surrender from Japan (“Hey, we’ll be nicer to 

you than if you surrender to the Soviets). Give the Japanese leadership 

a way out. 

 

This is the best choice I can make (given the circumstances), because  


