
Name:_____________________________ Block:_____________ 

Paragraph Writing Workshop Part 1 

Part A) Read the paragraph below.   

1. Underline the topic sentence. Write “TS” beside it. 

2. Underline the concluding sentence. Write “CS” beside it. 

3. Choose transitions or conjunctions from the list and write the word or phrase in the 

blanks. (Transitions are words and phrases that connect ideas between sentences within a 

paragraph, and conjunctions are words or phrases that connect ideas within sentences.) 

 

1. while 

2. but also 

3. such as 

4. although 

5. in short, 

6. in addition, 

7. the second 

8. furthermore, 

9. first, 

10. prior to 

 

Question -- Compare and contrast the power structures of Western European society before 

and after the Reformation (late 1400s). How did things change politically?  How did they stay 

the same? 

Following the Western European Renaissance and the Reformation of the 1400s and 1500s, 

European society began to experience titanic political changes.  ______________ this period of 

rapid and extensive change, the lives of Medieval Europeans had been governed by two major 

institutions: the feudal hierarchy and the Roman Catholic Church. _________ under the feudal 

system, power was measured by land ownership, and control over land was concentrated in the 

hands of monarchs and the landed nobility.  These monarchs and higher nobles would lease their 

lands to lesser vassals, knights, and peasants, who, in turn, would provide oaths of loyalty and 

agricultural or military service in return. _________________ centre of power was the Catholic 

Church hierarchy, which claimed ownership and leadership over the hearts and minds of all 

Western Europeans.  The Church controlled all centres of learning and sources of knowledge 

(____________ Monasteries and Universities), and also directly ruled a great deal of land as well. 

_______________ the Catholic Church Hierarchy and the feudal system did not disappear 

following the 1500s, both were forced to adapt to new political realities: namely, the ascent of 

absolute monarchs and the emergence of a new middle class. Following the Renaissance and 

Reformation, common Europeans began to become more literate, to question the authority of the 

Catholic Church, and to begin to imagine different kinds of political systems. ____________ the 



Reformation not only divided the Western Church into Catholic and Protestant, ___________ 

turned Protestant monarchs and nobles against Catholic Church leaders, undermining the power 

of Catholic bishops and the Catholic Pope. _____________ the rise of literacy and increased trade 

in Western Europe led to an increase in the importance and power of middle class merchants, 

bankers, and government officials.  As this new middle class began to become wealthy and 

powerful, they challenged the traditional authority of the nobility.  _______________ following 

the Renaissance and Reformation of the 1400s and 1500s, the Catholic Church and petty nobles 

lost a certain degree of wealth and control, _____________ power became concentrated in the 

hands of both European monarchs and their middle classes servants. 

 

4. Now recreate the organizer that I would have used to write this paragraph.  Draw out 

information from the paragraph to complete it. 

 

 

 

  



Name:_____________________________ Block:_________ 

Paragraph Writing Workshop Part 1: ANSWER KEY  

 

Question -- Compare and contrast the power structures of Western European society before 

and after the Reformation (late 1400s). How did things change politically?  How did they stay 

the same? 

Following the Western European Renaissance and the Reformation of the 1400s and 1500s, 

European society began to experience titanic political changes.  Prior to this period of rapid 

and extensive change, Western European medieval life had been governed by two major 

institutions: the feudal hierarchy and the Roman Catholic Church. First, under the feudal system, 

power was measured by land ownership, and control over land was concentrated in the hands of 

monarchs and the landed nobility.  These monarchs and higher nobles would lease their lands to 

lesser vassals, knights, and peasants, who, in turn, would provide oaths of loyalty and agricultural 

or military service in return. The second centre of power was the Catholic Church hierarchy, 

which claimed ownership and leadership over the hearts and minds of all Western Europeans.  

The Church controlled all centres of learning and sources of knowledge (such as Monasteries and 

Universities), and also directly ruled a great deal of land as well. Although the Catholic Church 

Hierarchy and the feudal system did not disappear following the 1500s, both were forced to adapt 

to new political realities: namely, the ascent of absolute monarchs and the emergence of a new 

middle class. Following the Renaissance and Reformation, common Europeans began to become 

more literate, to question the authority of the Catholic Church, and to begin to imagine different 

kinds of political systems. In addition, the Reformation not only divided the Western Church 

into Catholic and Protestant, but also turned Protestant monarchs and nobles against Catholic 

Church leaders, undermining the power of Catholic bishops and the Catholic Pope. Furthermore, 

the rise of literacy and increased trade in Western Europe led to an increase in the importance and 

power of middle class merchants, bankers, and government officials.  As this new middle class 

began to become wealthy and powerful, they challenged the traditional authority of the nobility.  

In short, following the Renaissance and Reformation of the 1400s and 1500s, the Catholic 

Church and petty nobles lost a certain degree of wealth and control, while power became 

concentrated in the hands of both European monarchs and their middle class servants. 



Name:_____________________________ Block:_____________ 

Paragraph Writing Workshop Part 2  

 

Instructions: Read the sentences below.  Number them in an order that makes sense. 

Question -- Contrast the differences between Medieval and Humanistic Worldviews.  What 

were the most important differences? 

 

______During the late Middle Ages, European philosophies and worldviews had been dominated by the teachings 

and traditions of the Roman Catholic Church, and the church controlled the libraries and universities of Western 

Europe.   

______The worldviews of medieval philosophers contrasted sharply with the beliefs and philosophies of modern 

thinkers such as Copernicus, Galileo, Sir Francis Bacon, and Sir Isaac Newton.  

______In short, the philosophical and scientific achievements of humanistic thinkers surpassed that of medieval 

thinkers because they thought differently about the world.  

______Thus, medieval beliefs about science and the natural world were based on the works of ancient Greek 

philosophers and on Church interpretations of verses from the Bible. 

 ______ While medieval philosophers often relied on traditional sources of knowledge like Greek philosophy and 

the bible to explain the natural world, humanistic thinkers tended to trust reason, observation, and the scientific 

method to understand, and ultimately, to reshape the world around them. 

______In contrast, modern thinkers such as Copernicus, Galileo, and Sir Isaac Newton, relied on reason, 

mathematics, and scientific observation to answer their questions about astronomy and physics. They discovered 

that the earth, in fact, orbits the sun.  

______Further, medieval philosophers relied on a combination of reason, Greek philosophy, church tradition, 

and scripture in addressing questions about biology and medicine.   

______Consequently, the Church hierarchy, as God’s representatives on earth and as interpreters of the Christian 

Bible, decided what was true or untrue concerning all areas of knowledge.  

______For example, medieval thinkers believed that the heavenly bodies (like the sun and the other planets) 

revolved around the earth.   

______For instance, medieval thinkers believed that the human body has four humours, or organs that were 

supposed to govern our physical health, our energy, and our moods.  



______Humanist thinkers, on the other hand, improved our knowledge about biology and anatomy by relying 

on observation and the scientific method instead of the Bible, Greek philosophy, or Church Tradition.  

______They did not understand diseases or illnesses, and proposed ineffective cures such as bleeding the sick.  

 

1. Compare your order with a partners.  Where do you agree or disagree? 

 

2. Now listen to the teacher to double check your answers. 

 

3. Using the information from the paragraph, fill out the contrast organizer below: 

 

Typical Medieval Worldview Typical Renaissance Worldview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name:_____________________________ Block:_____________ 

Paragraph Writing Workshop Part 2 Answer KEY 

 

Question -- Contrast the differences between Medieval and Humanistic Worldviews.  What 

were the most important differences? 

The worldviews of medieval philosophers contrasted sharply with the 

beliefs and philosophies of modern thinkers such as Copernicus, Galileo, 

Sir Francis Bacon, and Sir Isaac Newton. During the late Middle Ages, European 

philosophies and worldviews had been dominated by the teachings and traditions of the Roman 

Catholic Church, and the church controlled the libraries and universities of Western Europe.  

Consequently, the Church hierarchy, as God’s representatives on earth and as interpreters of the 

Christian Bible, decided what was true or untrue concerning all areas of knowledge. Thus, 

medieval beliefs about science and the natural world were based on the works of ancient Greek 

philosophers and on Church interpretations of verses from the Bible. For example, medieval 

thinkers believed that the heavenly bodies (like the sun and the other planets) revolved around 

the earth.  In contrast, modern thinkers such as Copernicus, Galileo, and Sir Isaac Newton, relied 

on reason, mathematics, and scientific observation to answer their questions about astronomy and 

physics. They discovered that the earth, in fact, orbits the sun. Further, medieval philosophers 

relied on a combination of reason, Greek philosophy, church tradition, and scripture in addressing 

questions about biology and medicine.  For instance, medieval thinkers believed that the human 

body has four humours, or organs that were supposed to govern our physical health, our energy, 

and our moods. They did not understand diseases or illnesses, and proposed ineffective cures such 

as bleeding the sick. Humanist thinkers, on the other hand, improved our knowledge about 

biology and anatomy by relying on observation and the scientific method instead of the Bible, 

Greek philosophy, or Church Tradition. In short, the philosophical and scientific achievements 

of humanistic thinkers surpassed that of medieval thinkers because they thought differently about 

the world. While medieval philosophers often relied on traditional sources of knowledge like 

Greek philosophy and the Bible to explain the natural world, humanistic thinkers tended to trust 



reason, observation, and the scientific method to understand, and ultimately, to reshape the world 

around them. 

 

Typical Medieval 

Worldview 

Typical Renaissance 

Worldview 

 

 

Knowledge managed by the 

Catholic Church hierarchy. 

 

 

Beliefs about science and 

medicine based on the Bible 

and upon ancient Greek 

literature. 

 

Believed that the Sun 

revolved around the earth. 

 

 

 

 

Understanding of health and 

illness based on the Greek 

model of ‘the four humours’. 

 

 

 

Access to knowledge 

through the printing press 

and increased literacy. 

 

Knowledge increasingly 

based on observation, 

reason, and the Scientific 

method. 

 

Worked out through 

observation (telescopes) and 

reason (mathematics) that 

the Earth revolves around 

the Sun. 

 

Understanding of health and 

illness based on the scientific 

method (observation and 

deductive reasoning). 

 
  



Name:_____________________________ Block:_____________ 

Paragraph Writing Workshop Part 3 

 

Instructions: 

Using the completed organizer below, fill in the paragraph frame that follows it.  

 

Question-- During the 15th and 16th Centuries, Europe gradually transitioned from a feudal 

economic system into a global, mercantilist economy.  Describe how this happened. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From the 1450s to the 1600s, the economy of Western Europe changed from a 

closed, feudal system, to an open, mercantile economy. There were a number of 

events that caused these changes. (TS) 

Agricultural Practices 
Improved and better 

crops introduced

Food Production 
Increased

Population 

Increased

Population Increased
Urbanization:Towns and 

Cities Grew
Growth in trade and 

industry

Growth in trade and 
industry

Rise of middle class 
merchants wealth and 

power

Old order of serfs and 
lords distrupted

Europeans explored 

the oceans
World Trade Increased

Europeans established 
world empires



First, ______________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________.  

 

This led, in turn, to ___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________.  

 

Next,______________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________  

 

This change brought about______________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________. 

___________________________________ made possible ____________________________, 

which ______________________________________________________________________. 

 

Finally, _____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________.  

 

The end result of this was_______________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________.  

 

In this way, all of these major changes created the beginnings of ________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________. 

(CS) 

 

  



ANSWER KEY 

Paragraph Writing Workshop Part 3 

 

Instructions: 

Using the completed organizer below, fill in the paragraph frame that follows it.  

 

Question-- During the 15th and 16th Centuries, Europe gradually transitioned from a feudal 

economic system into a global, mercantilist economy.  Describe how this happened. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Agricultural Practices 
Improved and better 

crops introduced

Food Production 
Increased

Population 

Increased

Population Increased
Urbanization:Towns and 

Cities Grew
Growth in trade and 

industry

Growth in trade and 
industry

Rise of middle class 
merchants wealth and 

power

Old order of serfs and 
lords distrupted

Europeans explored 

the oceans
World Trade Increased

Europeans established 
world empires



From the 1450s to the 1600s, the economy of Western Europe 

changed from a closed, feudal system, to an open, mercantile 

economy. There were a number of events that caused these changes. 

(TS) First, improved agricultural practices supported a growing 

population, which allowed for the growth of major cities. This 

increased urbanization led, in turn, to the growth of trade and 

industry, around which a powerful group of middle class merchants 

and bankers emerged. This shift in the concentration of wealth and 

power disrupted the old feudal order of nobles and serfs, and helped 

fund European exploration of the oceans. Finally, a thirst for new 

trade goods and a desire to control trade routes motivated Europeans 

to build empires and colonize other parts of the world. The end result 

of this was that European countries became the dominant naval 

powers of the world.  In this way, all of these major changes created 

the beginnings of modern world trade, which was financed by a new, 

modern mercantilist Europe. (CS) 

 

 

 


