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Name: _______________________________ 

 

 

1. How did the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor actually serve to strengthen the 

allied war effort? 

 

 

 

2. Explain the thinking behind the Dieppe Raid of 1942. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Explain how the raid went wrong for Canadian troops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Why did the Dieppe raid become a matter of controversy and disagreement? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Describe what happened during and after the Battle of Sicily? 

 

 

6. Examine the map on p.145 (Fig 5-27). What does it suggest about the early and 

later stages of the war? 
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7. Describe “Operation Overlord.” What factors made it successful? 

 

 

 

 

8. What evidence suggests that Canadians made significant contributions: 

 

a) At Juno Beach… 

 

 

 

b) At Scheldt… 

 

 

 

9. Explain why Germany’s surrender on May 7th, 1945 did not end the war. 

 

 

 

 

10. Describe the controversy surrounding the use of atomic bombs in August of 

1945. 
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ANSWER KEY 

 

1. How did the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor actually serve to strengthen the 

allied war effort? 

 It brought the USA (with its industrial and military might) into the war on 

the side of the allies. 

 

2. Explain the thinking behind the Dieppe Raid of 1942. 

 Placate Stalin by showing him that the allies are trying to open the 

Western Front. 

 Test new techniques and equipment. 

 

3. Explain how the raid went wrong for Canadian troops. 

 They ran into a German convoy, which alerted shore defenses. 

 They mistimed their raid and attacked at daylight. 

 There was poor communication between allied military divisions. 

 They attacked a fortified port directly: from this mistake, they learned 

that a successful invasion would require landing at a less fortified area. 

 

4. Why did the Dieppe raid become a matter of controversy and disagreement? 

 There was a very high casualty rate for Canadian troops. 

 One might argue that they should already have understood the “lessons” 

Dieppe was supposed to have taught them (eg: don’t attack a highly 

fortified port town directly). 

 

5. Describe what happened during and after the Battle of Sicily? 

 After conquering North Africa, the allies invaded the island of Sicily. 

 They met with fierce resistance from Italian and German troops. 

 When they reached the Italian peninsula, Mussolini was overthrown and 

executed and the Germans took over the defense of Italy. 

 There were heavy losses on all sides. 

 

6. Examine the map on p.145 (Fig 5-27). What does it suggest about the early and 

later stages of the war? 

 The Axis was winning the war prior to 1942. The Allies were steadily 

winning the war after 1942. 



 

The Tide Turns: 1942-1945 (Counterpoints pp.142-149)   4 

7. Describe “Operation Overlord.” What factors made it successful? 

 It was the plan for the invasion of Nazi-occupied France. 

 It involved deception and misinformation with regards to where the allies 

were landing. 

 There were heavy losses for the allies, but with a poorly co-ordinated 

response from the Germans and help from the French resistance, the allies 

established a foot hold and began to pour military resources back into 

Western Europe. 

 

8. What evidence suggests that Canadians made significant contributions: 

 

a) At Juno Beach… 

14,000 Canadians fought there (359 died, 715 wounded). They were successful 

at taking the beach and advancing in-land. 

 

b) At Scheldt… 

Canadians managed to take the Scheldt River area from the Germans after one 

month of fighting. 

 

9. Explain why Germany’s surrender on May 7th, 1945 did not end the war. 

Because the allies were still at war with Japan, and Japan vowed to keep on 

fighting. 

 

10. Describe the controversy surrounding the use of atomic bombs in August of 

1945. 

 Horrifically destructive (harmed civilians…over 200,000 deaths) 

 Arguably unnecessary (Japanese were willing to surrender with 

conditions). Americans demanded unconditional surrender, but then 

later allowed the Japanese to keep their emperor anyway. 

 Arguably necessary (Truman claimed that it was motivated by a desire 

to avoid an invasion and save American lives) 

 May have been meant to send a message to the Soviet Union (the USA 

has a new weapon…watch out) 

 


