
 

The AXIS Advances: 1939-1941 (Counterpoints, pp.133-137)  1 

Name: ______________________________________ 

 

Part A)  

In the diagram below, create a list of countries that were joined with the Axis 

Powers, Allied Powers, and a few that remained neutral. 

 

AXIS POWERS Neutral Nations ALLIED POWERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Part B) Questions 

 

1. Why was the period of October, 1939 to April of 1940 sometimes referred 

to as the “Phony War”? 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe the German ‘Blitzkrieg.’ Why was it such a successful tactic? Feel 

free to use a diagram to explain your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Describe the evacuation at Dunkirk, France. 
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4. Why did the French surrender in June of 1940? 

 

 

 

 

5. Describe the “Battle of Britain.” Why was it eventually considered a victory 

of the Allies? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Describe the North African campaign of 1940-1943. How did this campaign 

serve to weaken the Axis powers and strengthen the Allied powers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What was Operation Barbarossa? Why did it seem to come as such a 

surprise to Joseph Stalin? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Why did the Germans initially believe that Operation Barbarossa had been 

a success? 
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9. Later, the German invasion of Russia was seen as a grave error on the part 

of the Germans. Explain why. 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Describe the war in the Pacific. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. What motivated the Japanese to attack Pearl Harbour on December 7th, 

1941? 

 

 

 

 

12. What impact did this decision have on the course of the war? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13. Describe the Battle of Hong Kong. 

 

 

 

 

14. What role did the Canadian military play in the Battle for the Atlantic? 
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15. How might SONAR and RADAR have been used during the Battle for the 

Atlantic?  

 

 

 

 

16. How did the Royal Canadian Air Force contribute to the war in the air? 

 

 

 

 

17. What evidence suggests that Canadian women made significant 

contributions to the allied war effort? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18. What evidence suggests that WWI bombing was both ruinous and 

controversial? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19. The winter of 1941-1942 is often seen as a period of “turning points” in 

World War II. In your opinion, which events probably had the greatest 

impact on the outcome of the war? Explain, using examples. 
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KEY 
 

Part A)  

In the diagram below, create a list of countries that were joined with the 

Axis Powers, Allied Powers, and a few that remained neutral. 

 

AXIS POWERS Neutral 
Nations 

ALLIED POWERS 

 
Germany 
Italy 
Japan 
Bulgaria 
Scandinavia 
(after 1940) 
 

 
Ireland 
Spain 
Mexico 
Portugal 
Brazil 

 
France (until 1940) 
Britain 
Canada 
Australia 
New Zealand 
British India 
The Soviet Union (after 1941) 
The USA (after 1941) 

 

 

Part B) Questions 

 

1. Why was the period of October, 1939 to April of 1940 sometimes 

referred to as the “Phony War”? 

Apart from some skirmishes in Scandinavia and Finland, not much 

happened. Germany was preparing to attach Belgium, Holland and 

France. The Allies were awaiting this attack. 

 

 

2. Describe the German ‘Blitzkrieg.’ Why was it such a successful tactic? 

Feel free to use a diagram to explain your answer. 

It involved use of rapid attacks and advances at key points in order to 

break through enemy lines and encircle them from behind. The 

Germans made use of dive bombers, parachuters and fast-moving 
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tanks to carry this out. It was successful, in part, because the allies 

didn’t expect it. 

 

 

3. Describe the evacuation at Dunkirk, France. 

It involved evacuating British and French troops from the French port 

town of Dunkirk by boat across the English Channel to England. 

Small, private boats were used, in combination with larger boats, to 

carry this out. Evacuees were under constant bombardment from the 

Luftwaffe.  A French rearguard kept the German army at bay. 

 

4. Why did the French surrender in June of 1940? 

Their northern army was destroyed and Paris was occupied. Their 

defensive preparations had failed them, and Germany now had a 

significant military advantage. 

 

5. Describe the “Battle of Britain.” Why was it eventually considered a 

victory of the Allies? 

It was the defense of Great Britain from the bombing runs of the 

Luftwaffe. The Germans were attempting to either gain the air 

superiority necessary to launch a sea invasion, or bomb the British 

into submission. Because the Luftwaffe did not eliminate either the 

Royal Air Force or the Radar Defense system, and Churchill (and the 

British) did not surrender, the Germans failed. Britain remained a 

launching pad for the future D-Day invasion of Europe (in 1944). 

 

6. Describe the North African campaign of 1940-1943. How did this 

campaign serve to weaken the Axis powers and strengthen the Allied 

powers? 

The Italians began the fighting here, but were pushed back by the 

British forces in Egypt. When the German military intervened, it meant 

that German resources were poured into the fighting in North Africa 

(and couldn’t be used elsewhere). It also meant that the allies were 

able to open a second front through Italy, once the Germans and 

Italians retreated. 
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7. What was Operation Barbarossa? Why did it seem to come as such a 

surprise to Joseph Stalin? 

It was Hitler’s surprise attack against the Soviet Union. Stalin seemed 

to have been trusting in the protection of the Nazi-Soviet Non-

Aggression Pact of 1939. In a matter of weeks, the Germans had 

destroyed much to the Soviet air force and had pushed the Soviet 

Army back to Moscow. 

 

 

8. Why did the Germans initially believe that Operation Barbarossa had 

been a success? 

Because the Soviet troops kept retreating, and the Germans were 

within reach of Moscow, and of the oil-rich region of the Caucuses. 

 

9. Later, the German invasion of Russia was seen as a grave error on 

the part of the Germans. Explain why. 

It committed most of Germany’s military might to war in the East 

before Hitler had defeated the British. It meant that Hitler was now 

fighting a war on two fronts instead of just one. Also, Russia’s 

geography (its massive size and its harsh winter) make it a very 

difficult area to invade and conquer. 

 

10. Describe the war in the Pacific. 

Initially, the Japanese military conquered much of East and South-

East Asia in order to expand its influence and secure energy and 

resources for its new empire. In December of 1941, they attacked the 

American Naval Base at Pearl Harbour in an effort to knock the 

American Pacific fleet out of the war. They failed to do this, and also 

pushed the Americans into war. After the Battle of Midway and the 

Choral Sea, the Americans had naval superiority and island-hopped 

their way towards Japan using air craft carriers. 

 

11. What motivated the Japanese to attack Pearl Harbour on December 

7th, 1941? 
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The desire to eliminate the American Navy in the Pacific, which was 

their only serious rival in the region. 

 

12. What impact did this decision have on the course of the war? 

It brought the American’s in on the side of the allies, which also 

sealed the fate of Germany and Italy. 

 

13. Describe the Battle of Hong Kong. 

The Japanese attacked Hong Kong only hours after attacking Pearl 

Harbour. Canadian troops stationed there, along with other British 

forces, were either killed or taken prisoner. The Japanese military 

treated their prisoners with extreme brutality. 

 

14. What role did the Canadian military play in the Battle for the Atlantic? 

The Royal Canadian Navy provided about half of the escorts across 

the Atlantic to Britain. They also provided air cover with liberator 

bombers. 

 

15. How might SONAR and RADAR have been used during the Battle 

for the Atlantic?  

SONAR helped ships detect German submarines. Radar was used to 

help detect approaching enemy aircraft. 

 

16. How did the Royal Canadian Air Force contribute to the war in the 

air? 

The RCAF helped Bomber Command bomb German cities such as 

Dresden and Cologne. This led to the deaths of many civilians, and 

was morally questionable and highly controversial. 

 

17. What evidence suggests that Canadian women made significant 

contributions to the allied war effort? 

Some served as WRENs in the Women’s Royal Canadian Navy 

service. Others worked as medical personal or in administrative roles 

for the military. Others worked in munitions factories. 
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18. What evidence suggests that WWI bombing was both ruinous and 

controversial? 

It destroyed many European cities through fire-bombing. Many 

civilians died because of these raids. These were not strategic, 

military targets. They also may not have contributed significantly to 

the outcome of the war, as they did not force the Germans to 

surrender (this is also controversial). The Japanese military was 

willing to surrender (with conditions) even prior to the dropping of the 

atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

 

19. The winter of 1941-1942 is often seen as a period of “turning points” 

in World War II. In your opinion, which events probably had the 

greatest impact on the outcome of the war? Explain, using examples. 

 

Possible Answers: 

 German Invasion of the Soviet Union brings the Soviet Union in 

to the War on the side of the Allies. 

 The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour brings the USA into the 

war on the side of the allies. 

 

 


