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Name: _______________________________ 

 

For this chapter, try to keep on crucial question in mind:  

What makes someone an expert? Natural ability? Hard Work? 

Opportunity? All three? 

1. Examine each of the following images and comment on each according to the artists’ use 

of proportion (scale) and perspective (depth). Decide whether you believe the image to 

be medieval or renaissance? Follow the example. 

 

Image Your analysis 

 

The characters in the tapestry vary in 

size, but not according to distance from 

each other or from the viewer. They are 

out of proportion with each other. Also, 

the image seems 2 dimensional or flat, 

rather than 3D. It therefore seems likely 

that this image was created during the 

middle ages. 
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2. Who was Leonardo Da Vinci (1452-1519)? 

 

 

 

 

3. What evidence suggests that he was eccentric (unusual) given his historical and cultural 

context? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How did certain opportunities help Leonardo develop as an artist/ scientist/ inventor? 

 

 

 

 

5. What evidence suggests that dedication and hard work helped Leonardo Da Vinci 

become successful? 

 

 

 

 

6. What evidence suggests that Leonardo Da Vinci had unusual natural ability? 
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7. Who was Michelangelo, and for which works of art is he remembered? 

 

 

 

 

8. What evidence suggests that he was allowed certain opportunities that helped him 

develop as an artist? 

 

 

 

 

9. What evidence suggests that he worked hard at what he did? 

 

 

 

 

10. What evidence suggests that he had unusual natural ability? 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Who was Artemisia Gentileschi? 

 

 

 

12. What evidence suggests that she… 

 

a) Was born with natural ability? 

 

 

 

b) That she worked hard at improving as an artist? 

 

 

 

c) That she was given certain opportunities to be successful?  
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13. Choose ONE of the quotes below (all of them are from an author called Malcolm 

Gladwell) to express your opinion of how we can become successful at something. Please 

use an example from history or from somewhere else in order to support your claim. 

 

● “Success is not a random act. It arises out of a predictable and powerful set of 

circumstances and opportunities.”  

● “Practice isn't the thing you do once you're good. It's the thing you do that makes you 

good.”  

● “Achievement is talent plus preparation”  

● “No one-not rock stars, not professional athletes, not software billionaires, and not even 

geniuses-ever makes it alone”  

● “Outliers are those who have been given opportunities—and who have had the strength 

and presence of mind to seize them.”  

● “Successful people don’t do it alone. Where they come from matters. They’re products of 

particular places and environments.”  

 

What makes a person an expert? Malcom Gladwell, tells us that “________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________.”  

I would (agree/ disagree) because  _________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Consider the example of _________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

This example shows us that success ________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Another example is _____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

Likewise, this example shows us that we can only become an “expert” in a specific field if 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________. 

Clearly, _____________________________________________________________________. 
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ANSWER KEY 
For this chapter, try to keep on crucial question in mind:  

What makes someone an expert? Natural ability? Hard Work? 

Opportunity? All three? 
 

1. Examine each of the following images and comment on each according to the artists’ use 

of proportion (scale) and perspective (depth). Decide whether you believe the image to 

be medieval or renaissance? Follow the example. 

 

Image Your analysis 

 

The characters in the tapestry vary in 

size, but not according to distance from 

each other or from the viewer. They are 

out of proportion with each other. Also, 

the image seems 2 dimensional or flat, 

rather than 3D. It therefore seems likely 

that this image was created during the 

Middle Ages. 

 

These characters appear to be more 

anatomically correct than in the first image, 

but the images in the background appear to 

be floating in the air and do not appear to be 

further away from the viewer than do the 

people in the foreground. Thus, there are 

problems with proportion and scale in this 

image. It was probably created sometime 

during the Middle Ages. 

 

This painting employs contrasting light and 

dark colours to suggest depth. There is also 

attention to where the light is coming from, 

and where it falls. Furthermore, all 

characters seem to be in proportion to one 

another. Consequently, I conclude that this 

was painted sometime during the 

Renaissance. 
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This image makes convincing use of 

proportion and perspective. Objects 

that are closer look larger, and objects 

that are farther away look smaller. 

This realistic-looking image was 

probably created during the 

Renaissance. 

 

2. Who was Leonardo Da Vinci (1452-1519)? 

 

He is considered to be one of the genius writers, painters, sculptors and inventors 

of the Renaissance. Famous for designing helicopters, tanks, parachutes, and 

flying machines. Remembered for painting the Mona Lisa. 

 

 

3. What evidence suggests that he was eccentric (unusual) given his historical and 

cultural context? 

 

He rarely finished a project, and wrote all his works backwards so that they had 

to be read using a mirror. 

 

4. How did certain opportunities help Leonardo develop as an artist/ scientist/ 

inventor? 

 

He was apprenticed to a Florentine painter who noticed Leonardo’s rare talent. 

He was born in Florence during the Renaissance. 

 

5. What evidence suggests that dedication and hard work helped Leonardo Da 

Vinci become successful? 

 

He produced many different works of art and science. 

 

6. What evidence suggests that Leonardo Da Vinci had unusual natural ability? 
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He demonstrated an unusual ability to notice details that others might miss. 

 

7. Who was Michelangelo, and for which works of art is he remembered? 

A sculptor who is most remembered for carving “David” and Pieta, as well as for 

painting the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Rome. 

 

14. What evidence suggests that he was allowed certain opportunities that 

helped him develop as an artist? 

He was apprenticed to a sculptor at age 13. He was born in Renaissance Italy. 

 

15. What evidence suggests that he worked hard at what he did? 

He kept working as a sculptor up until his death at age 89. 

 

16. What evidence suggests that he had unusual natural ability? 

He became a wealthy and famous artist. Everyone considers his works to be 

masterpieces. 

 

17. Who was Artemisia Gentileschi? 

She was a famous female Italian painter who lived during the high Renaissance.  

 

18. What evidence suggests that she… 

 

a) Was born with natural ability? 

Her father was a painter. Perhaps she had his “good painter” genes. 

 

b) That she worked hard at improving as an artist? 

She was a successful painter, even though opportunities for female 

painters were limited. 

 

c) That she was given certain opportunities to be successful?  

The daughter of a famous painter who would have supported her career. 

She had enough wealth to travel as far as England. Wealthy patrons paid 

for her art. 
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19. Choose ONE of the quotes below (all of them are from an author called Malcolm 

Gladwell) to express your opinion of how we can become successful at something. Please 

use an example from history or from somewhere else in order to support your claim. 

 

● “Success is not a random act. It arises out of a predictable and powerful set of 

circumstances and opportunities.”  

● “Practice isn't the thing you do once you're good. It's the thing you do that makes you 

good.”  

● “Achievement is talent plus preparation”  

● “No one-not rock stars, not professional athletes, not software billionaires, and not even 

geniuses-ever makes it alone”  

● “Outliers are those who have been given opportunities—and who have had the strength 

and presence of mind to seize them.”  

● “Successful people don’t do it alone. Where they come from matters. They’re products of 

particular places and environments.”  

 

What makes a person an expert? Malcolm Gladwell, tells 

us that “success is not a random act. It arises out of a 

predictable and powerful set of circumstances and 

opportunities.” I would (agree/ disagree) because there are 

common characteristics among experts: they have a certain 

amount of natural ability, they are given opportunities to use 

this ability, and they work hard at what they do. Consider the 

example of Michael Jordan, one of the greatest Basketball 

players of all time, who was a natural athlete who also 

practiced nearly every day of his life, and who also was 

supported by his coaches and corporate sponsors. This 

example shows us that “no one-not rock stars, not professional 

athletes, not software billionaires, and not even geniuses-ever 
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makes it alone” (Malcolm Gladwell). Another example is Bill 

Gates, who had a natural interest in computer programming, 

but was given unlimited access to the computers at his 

university in order to hone his skills. Likewise, this example 

shows us that we can only become an “expert” in a specific 

field if we are given the opportunity to practice our art. 

Clearly, “successful people don’t do it alone. Where they come 

from matters. They’re products of particular places and 

environments.” (Malcolm Gladwell).  

 

 


