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Name: ___________________________________ 

 

Political Ideologies are ways of looking at the world that make sense of political, social, and economic 

phenomena. In order to better understand 20th Century History, as well as ourselves in the present, it 

is important to explore different political ideologies. We will do so by doing the following: 

1. Reading an introduction to conceptualizing ideologies within a political compass. 

2. Taking the Political Compass Test at the following site: https://www.politicalcompass.org/test. 

3. Reporting on our placement within the political spectrum. 

4. Reading about and making notes on classical political ideologies. 

1. Introduction: 

Traditionally, political ideologies were often arranged along only one axis. The chart looked 

something like this: 

 
 

However, ideologies combine thinking on economics and social values as well as on political beliefs. 

A political compass is therefore a more helpful model, and looks something like the following: 

  

 

Some famous world leaders and personalities have often been charted in this way: 
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a) Which characters do you 
recognize? What do you 
remember about ONE of 
them? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b) Choose ONE of the 
people who you do NOT 
recognize. Research about 
them using your phone. 
What have you learned? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2. Now please take the Political Compass Test using your cell phone at the following site: 

https://www.politicalcompass.org/test. 

 

3. Once you have read through your results: 

a) Which issues or values do you think pushed you towards YOUR particular position? 

 

 

b) Compare YOUR position on the political spectrum with the famous people above. Who are your 

closest to? Furthest from? Who were (or are) these people? Why might this be the case? 

 

 

c) Compare YOUR position with Canadian federal political parties (find evidence on-line as to 

where each political party is positioned). Who are you most likely to vote for, given your political, 

social, and economic views?  

 

  

https://www.politicalcompass.org/test
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ANSWER KEY 

 

Political Ideologies are ways of looking at the world that make sense of political, social, and economic 

phenomena. In order to better understand 20th Century History, as well as ourselves in the present, it 

is important to explore different political ideologies. We will do so by doing the following: 

1. Reading an introduction to conceptualizing ideologies within a political compass. 

2. Taking the Political Compass Test at the following site: https://www.politicalcompass.org/test. 

3. Reporting on our placement within the political spectrum. 

4. Reading about and making notes on classical political ideologies. 

1. Introduction: 

Traditionally, political ideologies were often arranged along only one axis. The chart looked 

something like this: 

 
 

However, ideologies combine thinking on economics and social values as well as on political beliefs. 

A political compass is therefore a more helpful model, and looks something like the following: 

  

 

Some famous world leaders and personalities have often been charted in this way: 
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a) Which characters do you 
recognize? What do you 
remember about ONE of 
them? 
Margaret Thatcher was 
a British PM during the 
1980s. She was a Neo-
Liberal who believed in 
that Governments should 
exert limited economic 
control and greater 
social and political 
control over society. 
 
b) Choose ONE of the 
people who you do NOT 
recognize. Research about 
them using your phone. 
What have you learned? 
Milton Friedman is a 
Neo-Liberal American 
economist who helped 
direct American 
economic policy for 
many years. He 
argued that the less 
Government regulated 
economies, the better.  
 

2. Now please take the Political Compass Test using your cell phone at the following site: 

https://www.politicalcompass.org/test. 

 

3. Once you have read through your results: 

a) Which issues or values do you think pushed you towards YOUR particular position? 

ANSWERS WILL VARY 

b) Compare YOUR position on the political compass with the famous people above. Who are your 

closest to? Furthest from? Who were (or are) these people? Why might this be the case? 

ANSWERS WILL VARY 

c) Compare YOUR position with Canadian federal political parties (find evidence on-line as to 

where each political party is positioned). Who are you most likely to vote for, given your political, 

social, and economic views?  

ANSWERS WILL VARY 

 

 

https://www.politicalcompass.org/test

