
Counterpoints pp.94-100// Impact of the Great Depression 
 

 

Name: ____________________________ 

 

1. Explain the factors that led to economic problems on the Prairies during the 

1930s. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What supports were available for the unemployed Canadians in the 1930s? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What made life for the unemployed particularly humiliating? 

 

 

 

 

4. What was “Riding the Rails”? 
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5. How were minority cultural groups impacted by the Great Depression? 

 

 

 

 

 

6. How did the Great Depression impact Canadian women? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. A few individuals prospered during the Great Depression. Who were they, and 

why were they largely “untouched”?  
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ANSWER KEY 

 

1. Explain the factors that led to economic problems on the Prairies during the 

1930s. 

 One-crop farming and over-farming used up soil nutrients and left the 

prairie economy vulnerable. 

 Drought and high winds blew off the topsoil. 

 Plagues of grasshoppers ate the remaining crops. 

 The global demand for Canadian wheat declined. 

 

2. What supports were available for the unemployed Canadians in the 1930s? 

 Soup kitchens provided by charities. 

 Government relief payments (similar to welfare). Kept low to encourage 

men to seek work. 

 Private charities. 

 

3. What made life for the unemployed particularly humiliating? 

They had to announce their financial failure publicly and prove they were 

evicted to receive a food voucher. The purpose was to shame them into not 

collecting relief. The poor were blamed for their poverty and squatters and 

drifters were considered criminals in the eyes of the law. 

 

4. What was “Riding the Rails”? 

By winter, 1933, ¼ of Canadian workers were unemployed. Some hopped onto 

trains for free rides to other towns and cities where they hoped to find work. 
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5. How were minority cultural groups impacted by the Great Depression? 

 Immigrants were treated with hostility because locals believed they were 

taking away their jobs. 

 Many were deported from Canada. 

 Many Chinese Canadians did not qualify for relief payments. Some 

starved. Those who were fed at soup kitchens were given half rations. 

 Jewish Canadians faced anti-Semitism. 

 Aboriginal families on relief received much less support than did non-

aboriginals. They were expected to “live off the land.” 

 

6. How did the Great Depression impact Canadian women? 

 Many women who previously had jobs lost those jobs. 

 Single women did not qualify for relief payments. 

 Women were forced to find creative ways to reduce household costs. 

 Birth control was illegal, and so women often had many mouths to feed. 

 Some wrote the PM personally and asked him for money. 

 

7. A few individuals prospered during the Great Depression. Who were they, and 

why were they largely “untouched”?  

 Deflation led to falling prices and those with property and secure jobs 

could afford to buy more. 

 Rich elites remained rich and sometimes grew richer by capitalizing on the 

financial misfortune of others. 


