
Counterpoints (pp.64-65): The Winnipeg General Strike: Labour Unrest or Communist Agitation? 
 
 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

1.  What were the main demands of the labour movement in Canada during the 1920s? 

 

 

 

2. What is your opinion of these demands? Do you think they were reasonable or 

unreasonable? Explain. 

 

 

3. Identify the Causes, Events, and Consequences of the Winnipeg General Strike of 

1919. 

CAUSES EVENTS CONSEQUENCES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

4. Perspective-Taking: examine the EVENTS above through the eyes of a strike 

SUPPORTER (agrees with the strikers) and a strike DETRACTOR (disagrees with the 

strikers). What might each say with regard to the events in question? 

STRIKE SUPPORTER STRIKE DETRACTOR 
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5. In your opinion, given the recent events in Russia (the October Revolution of 1917 

and subsequent civil war), were the concerns of the Citizens Committee of 1000 justified 

or reasonable? Explain. 

 

 

6. For each quote, identify if it supports or criticizes the strikers, and list any evidence 

that could be used to justify each position: 

Quote Support? 
Critic? 

Possible Evidence 

“…this is not a strike at all, in the 
ordinary sense of the term---it is a 
revolution. It is a serious attempt to 
overturn British institutions in this 
Western country and to supplant 
them with the Russian Bolshevik 
system of Soviet rule…” 
Winnipeg Citizen, May 17, 1919 

  

“It must be remembered that 
[Winnipeg] is a city of 200,000, and 
that 35,000 persons are on strike. 
This it will be seen that the strikers 
and their relatives must represent at 
least 50 percent of the population. In 
the numerical sense, therefore, it 
cannot be said that the average 
citizen is against the strike…there is 
no soviet [revolutionary council]. 
There is little or no terrorism.” 
Toronto Star, May 23, 1919 

  

 

7. Overall, what is your opinion of the Winnipeg General Strike of 1919. Were the 

actions of the police and government examples of the unjustified oppression of worker’s 

rights, or a justified response to the real threat of Communist revolution? Explain. 
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ANSWER KEY 

 

1.  What were the main demands of the labour movement in Canada during the 1920s? 

 Higher (or at least consistent) wages. Wages to match cost of living. 

 Better (often safer) working conditions. 

 8 hour work day with breaks. 

 The right to form a union (to negotiate with employers). 

 

2. What is your opinion of these demands? Do you think they were reasonable or 

unreasonable? Explain. 

 “I think they are reasonable as workers will be more motivated and physically 

rested and productive. It is in the interests of employers to look after their workers.” 

– Haolun 

 

3. Identify the Causes, Events, and Consequences of the Winnipeg General Strike of 

1919. 

CAUSES EVENTS CONSEQUENCES 

 Low wages and 
poor working 
conditions for 
factory 
workers. 

 Inspiration 
from social and 
political unrest 
in Europe (eg: 
Strikes and 
Revolutions). 

 Sympathy from 
police and first 
responders. 

 
 

 Factory workers walk off 
the job. 

 Public service employees 
join them. 

 Winnipeg paralyzed. 

 Committee of 1000 form 
to combat “communism.” 

 Police were fired. 

 RCMP and “strike-
breakers” called in to 
attack and arrest strikers. 

 Violence ensued. Many 
injured. One death. 

 

 Government feared 
violent revolution (like in 
Russia). 

 Strike leaders arrested. 
Many strikers were fired. 

 Strikers believe that they 
have failed. However, 
this experience tarnishes 
the reputation of 
reactionary 
conservatives and 
inspires future social 
progressives (such as J.S. 
Woodsworth). 
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4. Perspective-Taking: examine the EVENTS above through the eyes of a strike 

SUPPORTER (agrees with the strikers) and a strike DETRACTOR (disagrees with the 

strikers). What might each say with regard to the events in question? 

STRIKE SUPPORTER STRIKE DETRACTOR 

“We want better pay and better 
hours.” 
“Why do we do all the work and 
reap none of the benefits?” 
 

“Get back to work you lazy bums!” 
“These revolutionaries want to steal what isn’t 
theirs! STEAL higher wages! STEAL coffee breaks!” 
“Life it tough. Suck it up. Your boss ain’t yo mama!” 

 

5. In your opinion, given the recent events in Russia (the October Revolution of 1917 

and subsequent civil war), were the concerns of the Citizens Committee of 1000 justified 

or reasonable? Explain. 

ANSWERS WILL VARY. 

 

6. For each quote, identify if it supports or criticizes the strikers, and list any evidence 

that could be used to justify each position: 

Quote Support? 
Critic? 

Possible Evidence 

“…this is not a strike at all, in the 
ordinary sense of the term---it is a 
revolution. It is a serious attempt to 
overturn British institutions in this 
Western country and to supplant 
them with the Russian Bolshevik 
system of Soviet rule…” 
Winnipeg Citizen, May 17, 1919 

 
Critic? 

 

 Perhaps some strikers may have 
been communists or members of 
the Communist party. 

 Violence. 

 Organized strike leaders. 

 The Russian Revolution ALSO 
began with a general strike. 

“It must be remembered that 
[Winnipeg] is a city of 200,000, and 
that 35,000 persons are on strike. 
Thus it will be seen that the strikers 
and their relatives must represent at 
least 50 percent of the population. In 
the numerical sense, therefore, it 
cannot be said that the average 
citizen is against the strike…there is 

 
Supporter 

 There are too many participants 
and strike supporters for them 
ALL to be Communists. 

 There are no Soviets (workers 
councils). 

 The Russian Rev involved acts of 
terrorism. There were no such 
reported acts in Winnipeg. 
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no soviet [revolutionary council]. 
There is little or no terrorism.” 
Toronto Star, May 23, 1919 

 

7. Overall, what is your opinion of the Winnipeg General Strike of 1919. Were the 

actions of the police and government examples of the unjustified oppression of worker’s 

rights, or a justified response to the real threat of Communist revolution? Explain. 

 

 


