
Counterpoints (pp.80-85): Canada’s Growing Independence 
 

 

Name: _______________________________ 

 

1. William Lyon Mackenzie King, Canada’s longest serving PM, played an 

important role in re-shaping Canada. Skim through his record on page 80. Choose 

any three of his achievements and explain how each would have changed Canada 

(feel free to google this information if it helps). 

 

Achievements 

 

Significance? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe the details and significance of each of the following: 

 

Events 

 

Details Significance 

 

 

1. The Chanak 

Crisis 
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Events 

 

Details Significance 

 

 

2. The Halibut 

Treaty 

 

 

  

 

 

3. The King-Byng 

Crisis 

 

 

  

 

 

4. The Balfour 

Report 

 

 

  

 

 

5. The Statute of 

Westminster 

 

 

  

 

3. What event precipitated the Stock Market crash of 1929? 

 

 

 

4. What evidence suggested that the American (and world) economy was in a 

vulnerable position in 1928-1929? 

  



Counterpoints (pp.80-85): Canada’s Growing Independence 
 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 

1. William Lyon Mackenzie King, Canada’s longest serving PM, played an 

important role in re-shaping Canada. Skim through his record on page 80. Choose 

any three of his achievements and explain how each would have changed Canada 

(feel free to google this information if it helps). 

Achievements 

 

Significance? 

 

 

 

ANSWERS WILL VARY 

 

 

2. Describe the details and significance of each of the following: 

 

Events 

 

Details Significance 

 

 

1. The Chanak 

Crisis 

 

 In 1922, Turkish nationalists 

threatened British troops (who 

were occupying a port called 

Chanak). 

 The British Government 

telegrammed PM M.K. to call 

for military support. 

 Instead of agreeing 

immediately, King brought the 

matter to parliament for debate. 

 By the time they finished 

debating, the crisis had passed. 

 

 It demonstrated that 

Canada’s foreign 

policy was not 

dictated or even 

heavily influenced by 

GBR. 

 It demonstrated 

Canada’s political 

independence in terms 

of foreign policy. 
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Events 

 

Details Significance 

 

 

2. The Halibut 

Treaty 

 

 

 In 1923, Canada and the USA 

had negotiated a treaty 

regarding the protection of fish 

stocks. 

 King insisted that Canada sign 

the treaty without requiring the 

signature of a representative 

from GBR. 

 The British were reluctant, but 

conceded. 

It shows that GBR was 

unwilling to enforce its 

control over Canadian 

foreign policy. 

This was the first 

international treaty 

negotiated and signed 

independently by the 

Canadian Gov’t. 

 

 

3. The King-

Byng Crisis 

 

 

 During the election of 1926, PM 

King and the Governor General 

disagreed over a decision. 

 When the GG refused to comply 

with the PM’s request on ethical 

grounds, King tried to avoid the 

issue of a scandal by appealing 

to nationalist feelings. 

 This was a showdown 

between an elected 

Canadian leader and 

an appointed British 

leader. 

 The GG eventually 

complied, signaling 

that elected officials 

have more power than 

appointed officials in 

Canada. 

 No GG has ever 

challenged a PM ever 

since. 

 

 

4. The Balfour 

Report 

 

 

At the Imperial Conference of 

1926, the dominions of the British 

Empire (Canada, Australia, New 

Zealand etc.) request formal 

recognition of their autonomy. The 

Balfour report confirms this 

request.  

Canada and other 

dominions is linked by 

loyalty to the British 

crown, but are equal (not 

subordinate to England or 

to any other member). 

 

 

5. The Statute 

of Westminster 

 

 

This statute, passed in 1931, 

transformed the Balfour report into 

law. It changed the British Empire 

into the Commonwealth. 

This made Canada an 

equal member of the 

Commonwealth. 

However, delegates 

couldn’t agree on an 

amending formula for the 
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BNA Act of 1867 and the 

appeal court remained in 

Britain. 

 

3. What event precipitated the Stock Market crash of 1929? 

Investor over-confidence, frenzied borrowing on margin and speculating on 

penny stocks despite evidence of a clear economic slowdown. 

 

4. What evidence suggested that the American (and world) economy was in a 

vulnerable position in 1928-1929? 

Over-lending, overproduction and a steep drop in the price of goods. 


