
Counterpoints (pp.72-76): Missing the Roar 
 

Name: ___________________________ 

1. In the table below, list evidence regarding the changing status of women in the 

1920s: 

CHANGES IN THE STATUS OF 

WOMEN 

CONTINUITY WITH THE PAST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The Persons Case of 1929: 

Problem or Issue What Happened? Significance? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

3. Examine the timeline on pp. 72-73. In your view, what was the most important 

event for each issue? Give a reason for each. 

Issue Important Events 

 

Why was it important? 

Women’s Rights 

 

 

  

Children’s Rights 

 

 

  

 

4. What evidence suggests that Canada’s legal & political system discriminated 

against aboriginal Canadians? 
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5. How were residential schools designed to foster the assimilation of aboriginal 

peoples into non-aboriginal society? 

 

 

6. What was the Potlach, and why was it banned? 

 

 

 

7. What were “cut-off lands” and why were these controversial? 

 

 

 

8. Describe the steps taken by the Federal Government to block Aboriginal 

Canadians from challenging their government over land claims. 

 

 

 

9. Who was Cayuga Chief Deskaheh, and how did he attempt to win greater self-

determination for the Iroquois Confederacy? 

 

 

 

10. What evidence suggests that Canadian society discriminated against non-white 

Canadians during the 1920s? 
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ANSWER KEY 

1. In the table below, list evidence regarding the changing status of women in the 

1920s: 

CHANGES IN THE STATUS OF 

WOMEN 

CONTINUITY WITH THE PAST 

 Some became factory workers, 

politicians or sports stars. 

 Social reformers pushed for 

equal rights. 

 A few women were represented 

in government. 

 

 Married women tended to stay at 

home. 

 Female workers had less 

employment opportunities and 

were poorly paid. 

 Women still had very little 

government representation. 

 

2. The Persons Case of 1929: 

Problem or Issue What Happened? Significance? 

 Emily Murphy was 

appointed as an 

Alberta magistrate. 

 This was technically 

illegal, according to 

the law, because only 

a “person” could be a 

magistrate. 

 

 Challenged. Emily 

Murphy kept her 

position. 

 Famous 5 challenged 

William Lyon M.K. to 

appoint a woman 

senator. 

 British Privy Council 

supports women as 

persons, overturning a 

Canadian Supreme 

Court decision. 

 Established personal 

individuality of 

women under the law. 

 A step towards greater 

gender equality. 

 

3. Examine the timeline on pp. 72-73. In your view, what was the most important 

event for each issue? Give a reason for each. 

Issue Important Events 

 

Why was it important? 

Women’s Rights 

 

 

ANSWERS WILL VARY ANSWERS WILL VARY 



Counterpoints (pp.72-76): Missing the Roar 
 

Children’s Rights 

 

 

ANSWERS WILL VARY ANSWERS WILL VARY 

 

4. What evidence suggests that Canada’s legal & political system discriminated 

against aboriginal Canadians? 

 Not considered persons under the law (legal) and unable to vote (political). 

 

5. How were residential schools designed to foster the assimilation of aboriginal 

peoples into non-aboriginal society? 

 They punished aboriginal children who spoke their own languages. 

 They separated children from parents so as to “civilize” and “assimilate” 

the children into wider Canadian society. 

 They tried to get aboriginal children to forget their “pagan” cultures and 

languages. 

 

6. What was the Potlach, and why was it banned? 

 It was an aboriginal ceremony where gifts and food was shared, names 

were given, and ceremonies performed. 

 It was understood to be incompatible with Christianity and capitalism. 

 

7. What were “cut-off lands” and why were these controversial? 

 Lands taken from reserves by the government without aboriginal consent. 

Cut-off lands contravened Government obligations as laid out in the 

Indian Act of 1876. 

 

8. Describe the steps taken by the Federal Government to block Aboriginal 

Canadians from challenging their government over land claims. 

The government changed the Indian Act so that: 

a) Consent was no longer needed to transfer reserve land to the government. 
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b) Prohibited aboriginal Canadians from raising money to challenge the 

government over land claims. 

 

9. Who was Cayuga Chief Deskaheh, and how did he attempt to win greater self-

determination for the Iroquois Confederacy? 

He went with a delegation to the League of Nations to try to get them to put 

pressure on Canada to give more freedom and autonomy to the Iroquois. 

 

10. What evidence suggests that Canadian society discriminated against non-white 

Canadians during the 1920s? 

 Black people were discouraged from entering Canada. 

 Nova Scotia Education Act (1918) segregated children. 

 Quebec (1921) segregated theatres in Montreal. 

 From 1923-47, Chinese were excluded and Japanese were severely 

restricted from entering Canada. 


