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1. List some of the post-war economic problems that faced Canadians. 

 

 

 

 

2. What were the key characteristics of Communism? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How (and to what extent) did Communist ideologies influence Canadians in the 

1920s? 

 

 

 

 

4. Fill in the table below to describe the post-war strikes in the Maritimes. 

Causes/ Grievances What Happened? Consequences? 
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5. What was the OBU, and what were its goals? 

 

 

 

 

6. How did Canada’s economy improve in the mid-1920s? 

 

 

 

 

7. How did US branch plants avoid having to pay Canadian tariffs? 

 

 

 

 

9. Give 2 examples of both primary and secondary industries. 

Primary Industries Secondary Industries 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

8. Explain how US investment supported Canadian primary industries, but not Canadian 

secondary industries. 
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ANSWER KEY 

 

1. List some of the post-war economic problems that faced Canadians. 

a) Inflation 

b) Unemployment 

c) No services for returning soldiers (no reintegration support). 

 

2. What were the key characteristics of Communism? 

a) The workers/ proletariat own the means of production. 

b) No private or individual ownership of goods or land (all public). 

c) Move towards a “classless” society. 

d) “Dictatorship of the Proletariat” 

 

3. How (and to what extent) did Communist ideologies influence Canadians in the 

1920s? 

a) Workers demanded better paid jobs, better working conditions, and the right to join 

unions (to negotiate with employers). 

b) Social Democrats emerged to push for a more equal distribution of wealth and a 

“welfare state” to look after its citizens. 

 

4. Fill in the table below to describe the post-war strikes in the Maritimes. 

Causes/ Grievances What Happened? Consequences? 

British Empire Steel Co. 
reduced wages to cover 
losses in demand. 
“It went up and down like 
a miner’s wages” 
 
 
 

The workers protested by 
striking. 

Violent clashes. 
Royal Commission (1926) 
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5. What was the OBU, and what were its goals? 

The One Big Union – To represent ALL Canadian workers and gain more control of 

industries and government. Able to organize a general strike if worker’s demands 

were not met. 

 

6. How did Canada’s economy improve in the mid-1920s? 

Growth in development and export of natural resources. Increased demand for 

Canadian products. Hydro-Electric projects helped provide cheaper electricity. 

 

7. How did US branch plants avoid having to pay Canadian tariffs? 

By putting plants inside Canada (and providing jobs for Canadians), they could avoid 

paying protectionist tariffs. 

 

9. Give 2 examples of both primary and secondary industries. 

Primary Industries Secondary Industries 

Supply Natural Resources for Markets 
Logging/ Lumber 
Pulp and Paper 
Farming 
Fishing 
Oil Production 

Construction 
Furniture-Making 
Manufacturing 
Milk-Bottling 
Tuna Canning 
Gasoline Refineries 
 

 

8. Explain how US investment supported Canadian primary industries, but not Canadian 

secondary industries. 

Americans invested instead in their own secondary industries. Americans also had a 

larger domestic consumer market than Canada with a demand for goods. 

 


