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1. Which countries joined the Triple Alliance? 

 

2. Which countries jointed the Triple Entente? 

 

3. What reason might the Triple Entente have for blaming the other side for starting 

the conflict? 

 

4. What reason might the Triple Alliance have for blaming the other side for starting 

the conflict? 

 

5. In order, list the events that led to the outbreak of World War 1? 

 

6. Imperialistic and militaristic rivalry between ____________________ and 

__________________ helped create the context for conflict in 1914. 

 

7. When and why did Canada declare war on Germany? 

 

8. When and why did the USA enter the war? 

 

9. When and why did Russia exit the war?  What was the name of the peace treaty? 

 

10. At the start, why wasn’t conscription necessary to support Canada’s war effort? 

 

11. What was the conscription crisis of 1917? How did it come about? 
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12. What happened during the “Khaki election” of 1917, and how did it help win the 

vote for Canadian women? 

 

13. Who was Sir Sam Hughes, and why did he become so unpopular? 

 

14. What was “shell shock,” and why did it perplex war leaders and physicians so 

much? 

 

15. At which battles did Canadian soldiers distinguish themselves? 

 

16. Why was war on the Western front static and indecisive? 

 

17. What did PM Borden introduce into Canadian law with the War Measures Act of 

1914? 

 

18. Who was Woodrow Wilson. Describe his plan to ensure world peace. 

 

19. How did Great Britain, France and their allies punish the Triple Alliance at 

Versailles in 1919? 

 

20. What happened to the Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman Empires after 1919? 

 

21. What was the “War Guilt Clause,” and why did it anger the Germans? 

 

22. What was the Spanish Flu, and what made it so devastating? 
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ANSWER KEY 

 

1. Which countries joined the Triple Alliance (Central Powers)? 

Imperial Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and the Ottoman Empire. 

 

2. Which countries jointed the Triple Entente? 

France, Great Britain, Serbia and Russia. 

 

3. What reason might the Triple Entente have for blaming the other side for starting 

the conflict? 

Austria-Hungary (supported by Germany) threatened Serbia with an ultimatum 

and war. 

 

4. What reason might the Triple Alliance have for blaming the other side for starting 

the conflict? 

A Serbian nationalist assassinated the Arch-Duke of Austria-Hungary AND Russia 

threatened to intervene to protect Serbia from reprisals. 

 

5. In order, list the events that led to the outbreak of World War 1? 

 

a) Assassination 
b) The Ultimatum/ Threat 
from AH 
c) AH invades Serbia 
d) Russia declares war on 
AH 
 

e) Germany declares war 
on Russia 
f) France declares war on 
Germany 
g) Germany invades 
Russia and Belgium. 

h) Britain declares war on 
Germany and Allies 
i) Colonies are 
automatically at war. 
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6. Imperialistic and militaristic rivalry between Great Britain and Imperial Germany 

helped create the context for conflict in 1914. 

 

7. When and why did Canada declare war on Germany? 

After Great Britain declared war on Germany, Canada was automatically at war 

(Britain was in charge of Canada’s foreign policy). 

 

8. When and why did the USA enter the war? 

After a German U-boat sank the vessel the Lusitania (killing a number of 

Americans), the American public was outraged and their leaders declared war on 

the Central powers. 

 

9. When and why did Russia exit the war?  What was the name of the peace treaty? 

In 1917, after the Russian Revolution, the Bolsheviks signed the treaty of Brest-

Litovsk, which pulled Russia out of the war. 

 

10. At the start, why wasn’t conscription necessary to support Canada’s war effort? 

The Canadian Expeditionary Force had enough volunteers and professional soldiers 

to meet their obligations to the British war effort. 

 

11. What was the conscription crisis of 1917? How did it come about? 

PM Borden believed that conscription would be necessary to continue the war 

effort in 1918. He introduced the Military Service Act in 1917 which enforced 

conscription. Many who opposed conscription were unhappy and some 

(particularly in Quebec) participated in demonstrations and riots. 
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12. What happened during the “Khaki election” of 1917, and how did it help win the 

vote for Canadian women? 

PM Borden wanted to win more support for his pro-conscription platform and win 

the next election. He offered the vote to female relatives of soldiers (and women 

serving at the front) in order to “buy” their votes. After the war, it made no sense 

to have some women with the vote and other women without the vote, so it was 

extended to all women in 1919. 

 

13. Who was Sir Sam Hughes, and why did he become so unpopular? 

He was the Minister of Militia who was accused of producing poor quality war 

supplies and even of profiteering. 

 

14. What was “shell shock,” and why did it perplex war leaders and physicians so 

much? 

It was a neurological/ psychological injury that left many mute, paralyzed, or even 

unable to walk. It was not always linked to a visible physical injury. 

 

15. At which battles did Canadian soldiers distinguish themselves? 

Ypres, Passchendaele, Vimy Ridge and the Somme.  

 

16. Why was war on the Western front static and indecisive? 

The military technology favored defense (eg: machines guns, mines, and barbed 

wire) but not rapid movement of troops. 

 

17. What did PM Borden introduce into Canadian law with the War Measures Act of 

1914? 
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Restrictions on freedoms (such as freedom of movement and freedom of the press) 

and income tax and corporate tax. 

 

18. Who was Woodrow Wilson. Describe his plan to ensure world peace. 

The president of the USA who made 14 famous suggestions to ensure world peace. 

One of these was the creation of a League of Nations to deter aggressive nations 

from attacking others. 

19. How did Great Britain, France and their allies punish the Triple Alliance at 

Versailles in 1919? 

They enforced the “War Guilt Clause,” dissolved the Austro-Hungarian and 

Ottoman Empires, and punished Germany with huge financial reparations and loss 

of territory.  

 

20. What happened to the Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman Empires after 1919? 

Smaller nations emerged in Europe (such as Czechoslovakia, Bosnia, and Croatia 

etc.) while Imperial powers agreed to manage “protectorates” in the Middle East 

and Asia such as British Palestine.  

 

21. What was the “War Guilt Clause,” and why did it anger the Germans? 

It made the Central powers 100% responsible for WW1 and left them with the 

$$$bill for repairing Europe. 

 

22. What was the Spanish Flu, and what made it so devastating? 

It was a devastating epidemic that killed upwards of 50 million people world-wide. 


