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PART 1: Knowledge Test (       /29) 

 

1. In 1890, which three industrialized countries were the richest and most powerful? 

a) The USA, Russia and China 

b) Japan, China and India 

c) Britain, Germany and the USA 

d) Canada, France and Belgium 

 

2. Which was the most powerful world empire in 1890? 

a) The French Empire 

b) The Russian Empire 

c) The American Empire 

d) The British Empire 

 

3. In 1890, which resources fueled the industrialized world? 

a) Electricity 

b) Diamonds 

c) Coal and Iron 

d) Gasoline 

 

4. Which world economic system was based on free markets and limited government 

regulations? 

a) Socialist 

b) Barter 

c) Capitalist 

d) Fascist 

 

5. Which technological invention did NOT exist at the turn of the 20th Century? 

a) The airplane 

b) The telephone 

c) The steamship 

d) The Locomotive 
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6. Concerning the working and impoverished populations of early 20th Century Canadian 

society, which statement is TRUE? 

a) They tended to have a low infant mortality rate. 

b) They tended to have a higher literacy rate than the upper classes. 

c) They tended to have a higher mortality rate than members of the upper classes. 

d) They tended to have a higher life expectancy than members of the upper classes. 

 

7. One of the factors that radically improved health and life expectancy in the early 20th 

century was improvements in ______________. 

a) Improved  travel 

b) Improved Public Sanitation 

c) Improved Architecture 

d) Improved Communication 

 

8. The 19th Century development of ______ helped scientists identify diseases and 

create vaccines.  

a) the scientific method 

b) thermometers 

c) germ theory 

d) microscopes 

 

9. During the early 20th Century, many Canadians died from diseases like ____________. 

a) typhus and cholera 

b) Swine flu and Avian flu  

c) AIDs and Ebola 

 

10. What is a minimum wage? 

a) The minimum wage an employer wants to pay a worker. 

b) The minimum wage a person needs to earn in order to live in a society. 

c) The maximum wage a worker asks for. 

 

11. Which of the following was NOT a DIRECT effect of Canada’s industrial revolution? 

a) Big factories put small craftspeople out of business 

b) Many immigrants moved to the prairies to farm 

c) Many Canadians and new immigrants moved to crowded cities to look for work 

d) Travel and communication improved 
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12. Which of the following was NOT a reason why some workers formed unions at the turn 

of the 20th Century? 

a) Employers tried to keep wages low and increase working hours. 

b) A strong union gave them greater power to negotiate with employers. 

c) The working conditions in many factories were unsafe. 

d) Some employers provided holidays for their workers. 

 

13. Which political movement emerged out of the injustices and inequalities of labour 

relations during the late 19th centuries? 

a) Conservatism 

b) Imperialism  

c) Socialism 

d) Fascism 

 

14. Why does minimum wage need to be increased every once in a while? 

a) Because workers get more and more greedy. 

b) Because labour unions have too much power. 

c) Because inflation consistently increases the cost of living. 

 

15. Which of the following statements about labour conditions in Canada during the early 

20th Century is a FACT? 

a) Labour conditions were horrible for everyone. 

b) Canada’s industrial revolution brought marked changes to the lives of Canadians. 

c) Business owners were all cruel and heartless human beings. 

d) Canada’s industrial revolution was, on the whole, very good for Canadians. 

 

16. Which of the following were NOT changes that limited the power of employers over 

workers? 

a) A 5 day work week. 

b) Protections for child workers 

c) A 9 hour day. 

d) Bankruptcy protection for employers. 

 

17. Egerton Ryerson’s School Act of 1871 

a) Established free and compulsory education for all children under age 12 in 

Ontario. 

b) Allowed employers to hire children under the age of 12. 

c) Established free and optional education for all children under age 12 in Ontario. 

d) Set clear rules about how employers should treat child workers in factories. 
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18. Which fact was true in the early 20th Century and is still true today? 

a) Female workers have not yet achieved wage parity with male workers. 

b) Women are still not allowed to work in Canada. 

c) Gender roles are much stricter today than they used to be. 

d) Divorce is still rare. 

 

19. Which fact was NOT true about the lives of women in early 20th Century Canada? 

a) Women were able to vote by 1900. 

b) They were often considered morally superior to men. 

c) They were often considered to be physically and intellectually weaker than men. 

d) Women were discouraged from working outside of the home. 

 

20. Some areas of employment that were sometimes considered acceptable for women in 

the early 20th Century were: 

a) as teachers, maids, or nurses. 

b) as accountants or bankers. 

c) as doctors or physicians. 

d) as lawyers or university professors. 

 

21. Which of the following rights did women have in the turn of the 20th Century? 

a) The right to vote 

b) The right to a post-secondary education. 

c) The right to disobey her husband. 

d) The right to financial support from their husbands. 

 

22. One argument that suffragists effectively used to push for the right for women to vote 

was: 

a) There should be no gender roles in society. 

b) Society would be better off without men. 

c) Gender is socially constructed and there are no substantial differences between 

men and women 

d) Women are more moral than men, and will have a positive influence on politics 

and society 

 

23. Following January 1st, 1919, 

a) women in Canada had the right to vote and could now create political change. 

b) Canada had it’s first female Prime Minister. 

c) Canadian women achieved complete equality with men. 

d) Canada had its first female leader in federal parliament. 
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24. Which of the following statements are TRUE about multiculturalism in Canada? 

a) Canadian law has never discriminated against minority ethnic groups. 

b) Aboriginal Canadians had a voice in government in the early 1900s. 

c) Canada has always had an accepting, inclusive society for all Canadians. 

d) Non-white immigrants often faced discrimination in early 20th Century Canadian 

society. 

 

25. ______________ is a term denoting extreme fear and hatred towards foreigners. 

a) Arachnophobia 

b) Homophobia  

c) Technophobia 

d) Xenophobia 

 

26. Which of the following is NOT factual evidence supporting the claim that many non-white 

Canadians faced racial discrimination within early 20th Century British Columbia? 

a) The BC government imposed multiple “head taxes” to discourage immigration from 

China. 

b) The Chinese population in BC reached 20,000 by 1911. 

c) The steamship the Komagata Maru was denied entry to Vancouver in 1914 because 

among its passengers were immigrants from British India. 

d) There was a riot against Asian immigrants in Vancouver in 1907. 

 

27. In 1885, the first head tax was imposed on all _____________ immigrants to Canada. It 

cost anywhere from $50 to $500. 

a) American 

b) Irish 

c) German 

d) Chinese 

 

28. In the Chinese Immigration Act of 1885, the Federal Government removed 

a) Restrictions on Chinese immigration to Canada. 

b) Restrictions on pay for Chinese workers. 

c) The right of Chinese-Canadian men to vote in Canada. 

d) Chinese workers from Canada. 

 

29. Regarding racism and racial discrimination against minority groups, which statement is 

most defensible about Canada today? 

a) There are only a few Canadians who hold racist prejudices. 

b) There is no more racism in Canada today. 

c) Racist attitudes and beliefs are no longer acceptable in Canadian society today. 


