
5 Reasons for Confederation 

(KEY) 

There are five main reasons why Ontario, Quebec, 

Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick agreed to join together 

into the Dominion of Canada. First of all, political 

deadlock in Canada West and Canada East kept them 

from making laws and decisions. Political leaders in 

Canada West and Canada East thought that, if other 

colonies joined them, they could break the political 

deadlock. The second reason why some business people 

wanted Confederation is that they wanted to build a 

railway. Although railways had become the primary and 

most efficient form of land transportation in the world, it 

was very expensive to build a railway.  Thus, a large 

railway required a lot of investments and they needed to 

join together in order to share the cost. The third reason 

involved trade with the United States and the British 

Empire.  Prior to 1846, the BNA colonies had special 

trade relationships with both Britain and the USA, and 

could trade freely without worrying about trade tariffs. 

After that time, Britain changed its trade practices with its 

colonies. To make matters worse for BNA colonists, in 

1865, America ended its free trade agreement with BNA. 



One perceived solution was thus to form a new country so 

that the BNA colonies could trade freely and easily with 

each other.  Fourth, British North Americans were 

becoming more and more afraid of the threat of American 

expansionism. In 1866, a group of revolutionaries from 

the USA briefly attacked some border areas between BNA 

and the USA.  Further, during the mid 1800s, the USA 

was expanding in all directions (south into Mexican and 

Spanish territories, and west into Aboriginal lands).  

British North Americans were afraid that they might lose 

their lands next. There was a final reason why political 

leaders in BNA seriously considered confederation in the 

1860s. The British no longer wished to maintain and pay 

for many of its former colonies, such as British North 

America, Australia, New Zealand, or South Africa, 

because running colonies was no longer as profitable in 

the changing world economy. With all of these factors in 

mind, politicians and policy-makers in Quebec, Ontario, 

Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick had every good reason 

to plan for the eventual independence of the British North 

American colonies in 1867. 

 

 


