
	Social	Studies	11	Course	Material	 	 	 1	

Social Studies 11 Course Outline (2017-2018) 
Burnaby Mountain Secondary School 

Teacher: Stephen Balnave 

stephen.balnave@sd41.bc.ca    balnaveclass.wordpress.com  

 
What do we learn in Social Studies? 

● Social Studies is a course that combines the study of disciplines like history, geography, archaeology, 
law, economics, demographics, and political science. 	

● In Social Studies, we learn how to make sense of the past and practice important skills, such as 
evaluating historical evidence or making judgments about an argument or point of view.	

● Social Studies can help us to connect causes and effects, and to understand “how we got here” in terms 
of the historical, political, economic, or social realities of our world.	

● While much of what we do in school prepares us to get a good job when we grow up, Social Studies 
should also prepare us to become informed citizens and voters.  
	

What skills do we practice in Social Studies? 

In Social Studies we… 

● Attempt to think creatively (eg: imagining alternative explanations, causes or consequences) and 
critically (eg: making informed judgments) about past and current events.	

● Practice active reading skills, such as skimming for the main idea, scanning for details, making 
connections, or inferring meaning from context.	

● Practicing listening and note-taking strategies.	
● Practice interpreting, analyzing, and making judgments about primary sources and competing historical 

accounts.	
● Practice writing narrative, compare and contrast, cause and effect, persuasive, and other expository texts.	
● Practice the organizational, communicative, and leadership skills necessary for collaboration, group 

work and public speaking. 
	

Assignments: How will we know that you know? 

● This course is divided up into six units. Although you will not pick the time period of focus, you will 
have opportunity for choosing specific areas of interest or focus within each period of time. 

● You are responsible for completing and submitting one individual and one major partner or group 
assignment per unit. You will be able to choose both what to focus on and how to demonstrate your 
knowledge. 

● You will upload all your work to a portfolio, which you will revisit and evaluate at the end of the year to 
demonstrate what you know and what you can do. 
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Mr. B’s Classroom Policies and Procedures 
 
Lates and Absences:  

● Please show up to class on time.  If you are late, please enter from the back door.  If Mr. B or 
another student is giving a presentation, please wait outside until they are finished.	

● If you are absent from class, please find out from the teacher about what you have missed.  Bring a 
note or have a parent or guardian call the front office. I will mark you absent. It is your job to make 
sure that the office excuses your absence.	

 

Participation: 

● Participation involves tasks such as listening actively to others, offering your own ideas in 
discussion, helping your group complete a task, making notes, working with a partner, or sharing 
your thoughts on paper.	

● Please avoid interrupting others when they are talking.	
● We also participate when we arrive at class with all supplies, prepared and ready to learn. 
 

Cell Phone Policy 

● Use it responsibly (no distracting cell phone use like gaming or chat).  You may use your cell phone 
if doing so helps us learn (ie: as a dictionary or to check something on google). 	

● Absolutely no cell phone use during closed book tests.	
● If you can’t use your cell phone responsibly, I may have to intervene to help you act responsibly. 	
 

Assignments/Homework  

● Each assignment must be shown to the teacher or handed in at the beginning of the class on which 
it is due.	

● All assignments and handouts will be uploaded to the class blog (balnaveclass.wordpress.com). If 
you lose or are missing a handout please download it and print it off from there. I will frequently 
post any upcoming deadlines and homework assignments on the blog as well.	

 
Plagiarism and cheating 
 
You will not get credit for a test or assignment if you cheat.  Getting someone else to write your 
assignment is cheating.  Copying words from a source without citing where you got it from is called 
plagiarism. You will submit a bibliography with most or all assignments and this will help you avoid 
plagiarism. 
 
In our classroom, we R-E-S-P-E-C-T ourselves and each other. 
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**Although	we	will	move	through	each	unit	together,	you	are	not	expected	to	cover	ALL	of	the	
content	or	curricular	competencies.	However,	you	should	demonstrate	a	few	of	each	for	every	unit.	

 
 

Topic 
 

Essential  
Questions 

 
 
Ask and answer… 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 
 

I can… 

Course  
Content 

 
 

I understand… 
 

 
 
 
Canada’s 
Government 
System 
(Sept -- Oct) 
 
 
 

1. How was Canada’s 
political system formed in 
1887? 

 

2.What are the important 
jobs of various parts of 
government? 

 

3.What might be the best 
way to reform the  Senate? 

 

4.Evaluate Canada’s political 
system: what are its relative 
strengths & vulnerabilities? 

 

5. How is a Constitutional 
Monarchy distinct from a 
Republic? 

 

6.How are laws made in 
Canada? How are they 
enforced? 

 

 

❏ Read, analyze and interpret 
maps and historical 
documents.	

❏ Describe how governments 
function. 

❏ Identify and Compare and 
Contrast various political 
systems, political parties, or 
political ideologies. 

❏ Explain how legislation is 
created. 

❏ Describe how the electoral 
system functions. 

❏ Write effective expository, 
narrative, and persuasive 
texts.	

❏ Plan, organize, and deliver an 
oral presentation.	

❏ Effectively use digital 
technology to accomplish 
important tasks.	

❏ Work effectively in groups. 
❏ Remain accountable to my 

group members. 
❏ Submit work on time and to 

the best of my ability. 
 

 

 

 

❏ How Canada’s 
Government System 
was created	

❏ The Structures and 
Functions of a 
Constitutional 
Monarchy	

❏ The relationship 
between local, 
provincial and 
federal governments. 

❏ Different Political 
Ideologies and 
Systems 

❏ How Political Parties 
and Platforms are 
created and 
sustained 

❏ How the Electoral 
System Works	

❏ How Laws are 
Created	

❏ Key terms used to 
describe 
governmental bodies 
and practices (eg: 
electoral map, 
constituency, riding, 
senate, minority, 
majority, cabinet 
etc.) 
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Topic 
 

Essential  
Questions 

 
 
Ask and answer… 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 
 

I can… 

Course  
Content 

 
 

I understand… 
 

Shifting	
Canadian	
Culture	and	
Identity:	From	
Victorian	
Canada	to	
1919	
	
(Nov)	
 
	

1.How	British	was	Canada?	
Contrast	our	multicultural	
identity	with	Victorian	
notions	of	nationhood.	
	
2.Assess	the	extent	of	racial	
discrimination	in	early	20th	
Century	Canada.	
	
3.Was	World	War	1	
Inevitable?	Explain	how	
Europe	and	it’s	colonies	
created	a	world	war.	
	
4.How	did	World	War	1	
impact	Canadian	society?	
	
5.How	did	the	Paris	Peace	
Settlement	change	Europe	
and	the	rest	of	the	world?	
	
6.What	social	stresses	and	
inequities	are	revealed	by	
the	labour	movement	and	
women’s	suffrage	in	
Canada?	

❏ Determine what factors led to 
particular decisions, actions, and 
events, and assess their short 
term and long-term 
consequences	

❏ Compare and contrast different 
societies and social groups	

❏ Characterize different time 
periods in history and identify 
turning points that marked 
period of change	

❏ Gather, analyze, interpret and 
present historical information.	

❏ Recognize the subjectivity and 
facticity of varying historical 
narratives and accounts.	

❏ Evaluate the impact of historical 
events.	

❏ Make ethical judgments about 
past events.	

❏ Assess the credibility of 
multiple sources and the 
adequacy of evidence to justify 
conclusions.	

❏ Adopt and communicate varying 
perspectives on historical 
persons and events.	

❏ Read, analyze and interpret 
maps, charts and graphs.	

❏ Write effective expository, 
narrative, and persuasive texts.	

❏ Plan, organize, and deliver an 
oral presentation.	

❏ Use digital technology 
effectively	

❏ Work effectively in groups. 
❏ Submit work on time and to the 

best of my ability. 
 
 
 

❏ The	Origins	and	
Development	of	
Cultural	Conflicts	in	
Victorian	Canada	

❏ The	impact	of	
ethnocentrism	on	race	
relations	within	
Canada	

❏ The	causes	and	
consequences	of	
World	War	1	

❏ Canada’s	Role	in	
World	War	1	

❏ The	impact	of	the	
treaty	of	Versailles.		

❏ How	Woman’s	
Suffrage	reshaped	
Canadian	Society.	

❏ The	origins	of	class	
conflict	and	the	labour	
union	movement	

❏ Important	economic	
and	demographic	
terminology	(such	as	
median	age,	
population,	standard	
of	living,	infant	
mortality	rate,	
literacy,	life	
expectancy,	bull	
market,	bear	market,	
speculation	stocks,	
bonds	etc.)	
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Topic 
 

Essential  
Questions 

 
 
Ask and answer… 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 
 

I can… 
 

Course  
Content 

 
 

I understand… 

The	Roaring	
20s	to	World	
War	II	
	
(Dec-Jan)	
	

1.Compare	and	contrast	life	in	
Canada	during	the	1920s	with	
life	during	the	1930s.	
	
2.Describe	the	rise	of	Tommy	
Douglas	and	social	democracy	
in	Canada.	
	
3.Evaluate	the	legacy	of	
Mackenzie	King	on	Canadian	
culture	and	society.	
	
4.Describe	the	causes	and	
consequences	of	the	Great	
Depression.	
	
5.Evaluate	alternatives	to	
liberal	democracy,	such	as	
social	democracy,	communism	
and	fascism.	Why	might	they	
have	appealed	to	some	while	
repelled	others?	
	
6.What	factors	contributed	to	
the	holocaust,	as	well	as	other	
atrocities	during	World	War	II?	
	
7.	What	role	did	Canada	play	
during	World	War	II?	
	
8.How	did	World	War	II	change	
Canadian	Society?	

❏ Determine what factors led to 
particular decisions, actions, and 
events, and assess their short 
term and long-term 
consequences	

❏ Compare and contrast different 
societies and social groups	

❏ Characterize different time 
periods in history and identify 
turning points that marked 
period of change	

❏ Gather, analyze, interpret and 
present historical information.	

❏ Recognize the subjectivity and 
facticity of varying historical 
narratives and accounts.	

❏ Evaluate the impact of historical 
events.	

❏ Make ethical judgments about 
past events.	

❏ Assess the credibility of 
multiple sources and the 
adequacy of evidence to justify 
conclusions.	

❏ Adopt and communicate varying 
perspectives on historical 
persons and events.	

❏ Read, analyze and interpret 
maps, charts and graphs.	

❏ Write effective expository, 
narrative, and persuasive texts.	

❏ Plan, organize, and deliver an 
oral presentation.	

❏ Use digital technology 
effectively	

❏ Work effectively in groups. 
❏ Submit work on time and to the 

best of my ability. 
 

 
 

❏ How	great	wealth	and	
poverty	coexisted	
during	the	1920s	and	
1930s.	

❏ The	cyclical	nature	of	
capitalist	economies:	
from	periods	of	
economic	growth	and	
stability	to	recession	
or	depression.		

❏ The	Causes	and	
Consequences	of	the	
Great	Depression	

❏ Alternatives	to	liberal	
democratic	systems:	
socialism,	communism	
and	fascism.	

❏ How	military	
dictatorships	arose	in	
Japan,	Germany	and	
Italy.	

❏ The	Causes	and	
Consequences	of	
World	War	II	

❏ Canada’s	role	during	
World	War	II	

❏ The	impact	of	the	
Holocaust	

❏ The	impact	of	the	
atom	bomb	and	
nuclear	technology	

❏ Important	economic	
and	demographic	
terminology	
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Topic 
 

Essential  
Questions 

 
 

Ask and answer… 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 
 

I can… 
 

Course  
Content 

 
 

I understand… 

	
The	United	
Nations,	
Human	Rights	
&	The	Cold	
War	
(Feb-Mar)	
	
	

1.How	did	Communist	
governments	and	societies	
develop	into	“The	Eastern	
bloc?”	(from	1918-1945)	
	
2.How	did	the	Soviet	Union	
come	into	increasing	conflict	
with	capitalist	countries?	
	
3.Explain	how	the	United	
Nations	was	created	after	1945	
	
4.Describe	the	causes	and	
consequences	of	the	Korean	
War	(1950-1952)	
	
5.Explain	how	fear	of	
Communism	impacted	
Canadian	politics	and	society	
during	“the	Red	Scare.”	
	
6.Read,	interpret	and	apply	the	
UN	Declaration	of	Human	
Rights	(1945)	and	Canadian	
Charter	of	Rights	and	Freedoms	
(1981)	to	specific	contexts	and	
cases.	
	
7.	Evaluate	Canada’s	role	as	a	
middle	power	and	peace-
keeper	in	the	20th	Century	
(Suez,	Yugoslavia,	Rwanda	etc.)	

❏ Determine what factors led to 
particular decisions, actions, and 
events, and assess their short 
term and long-term 
consequences	

❏ Compare and contrast different 
societies and social groups	

❏ Characterize different time 
periods in history and identify 
turning points that marked 
period of change	

❏ Gather, analyze, interpret and 
present historical information.	

❏ Recognize the subjectivity and 
facticity of varying historical 
narratives and accounts.	

❏ Evaluate the impact of historical 
events.	

❏ Make ethical judgments about 
past events.	

❏ Assess the credibility of 
multiple sources and the 
adequacy of evidence to justify 
conclusions.	

❏ Adopt and communicate varying 
perspectives on historical 
persons and events.	

❏ Read, analyze and interpret 
maps, charts and graphs.	

❏ Write effective expository, 
narrative, and persuasive texts.	

❏ Plan, organize, and deliver an 
oral presentation.	

❏ Use digital technology 
effectively	

❏ Work effectively in groups. 
❏ Submit work on time and to the 

best of my ability. 
 

 
 

❏ The	Ideological	
Divide	between	
Communism	vs.	
Capitalism	

❏ How	capitalist	and	
communist	
societies	entered	
into	increased	
conflict	following	
WWII.	

❏ The	Red	Scare	
❏ The	UN	Structure	

and	Governance	
❏ The	UN	

Declaration	of	
Human	Rights	and	
the	Canadian	
Charter	of	Rights	
and	Freedoms	

❏ Peacekeeping	and	
Conflict:	the	UN,	
NATO	&	NORAD	

❏ Canada’s	Shifting	
Identity	

❏ Important	
economic	and	
demographic	
terminology	
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Topic 
 

Essential  
Questions 

 
 
Ask and answer… 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 
 

I can… 
 

Course  
Content 

 
 

I understand… 

Canada	from	
the	1980s	to	
Today	
(April-June)	

1.How	did	Quebecois	nationalism	
develop	within	Quebec?	
	
2.Trace	the	development	of	
Canada’s	constitutional	crisis	from	
1980	to	1995	
	
3.Acknowledge	and	evaluate	the	
impact	of	cultural	genocide	and	
residential	schools	on	aboriginal	
Canadians.	
	
4.Identify	the	role	of	treaties,	land	
claims	and	political	activism	on	the	
changing	relationship	between	
Aboriginal	Canadians	and	the	rest	
of	Canada.	
	
5.Identify	economic	inequities	
amongst	various	groups	in	
Canadian	society.	
	
6.Argue	for	or	against	Canada’s	
military	role	in	Afghanistan	and	
Syria.	
	
7.How	has	the	internet	changed	
the	way	societies	and	
governments	function?	How	has	it	
impacted	the	media	and	recent	
world	events?	
	
8.	What	is	terrorism,	and	what	is	
the	attraction	and	danger	of	using	
violence	and	fear	as	a	political	
weapon?	
	
9.	What	are	the	causes	and	
consequences	of	climate	change	
for	Canada’s	economy	and	society	
(and	for	the	world)?	
	
10.Evaluate	different	responses	to	
the	threat	of	environmental	
catastrophe.	

❏ Determine what factors led to 
particular decisions, actions, and 
events, and assess their short term 
and long-term consequences	

❏ Compare and contrast different 
societies and social groups	

❏ Characterize different time periods 
in history and identify turning 
points that marked period of change	

❏ Gather, analyze, interpret and 
present historical information.	

❏ Recognize the subjectivity and 
facticity of varying historical 
narratives and accounts.	

❏ Evaluate the impact of historical 
events.	

❏ Make ethical judgments about past 
events.	

❏ Assess the credibility of multiple 
sources and the adequacy of 
evidence to justify conclusions.	

❏ Adopt and communicate varying 
perspectives on historical persons 
and events.	

❏ Read, analyze and interpret maps, 
charts and graphs..	

❏ Write effective expository, 
narrative, and persuasive texts.	

❏ Plan, organize, and deliver an oral 
presentation.	

❏ Use digital technology effectively	
❏ Work effectively in groups. 
❏ Submit work on time and to the 

best of my ability. 

❏ Quebec	
Nationalism	

❏ Constitutional	
Crisis	from	the	
1980	referendum	
to	Meech	Lake	
and	the	1995	
Referendum	

❏ Canada’s	Changing	
Relationship	with	
Aboriginal	Peoples	

❏ The	causes	and	
consequences	of	
the	war	in	
Afghanistan	and	
Syria.	

❏ The	plight	of	
refugees	around	
the	world	

❏ The	causes	and	
effects	of	
Terrorism	and	
violent	political	
ideologies.	

❏ The	impact	of	the	
internet	on	our	
changing	world	

❏ Climate	Change	
and	
Environmental	
Politics	

❏ Important	
economic	and	
demographic	
terminology	

	
	

	

	 	


