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1. What is a political “state”? 

 

A state is a politically and legally defined area with its own constitution, laws, 

government, and borders. 

 

 

2. What might a “nation” be? How might a “nation” be distinguished from a “state”? 

 

A nation is a group of people that imagine that they belong together (usually united by 

language, culture, land, and history). A nation may not have a legal state (eg: Kurdistan, 

Palestine). You can also have a multi-national state (eg: Canada arguably has multiple 

nations, including Quebecois and aboriginal nations). 

 

 

3. In the 1890s, which “nation-states” were leading in terms of wealth and industrial 

development? 

 

The USA, Britain, Germany, and Japan. 

 

 

4. Why were other countries that relied on agriculture at a disadvantage at this time? 

 

They were less able to make use of technology and labour-saving devices. 

 

 

5. In 1890, which countries and empires lagged behind the leading industrial nation-states? 

 

Italy, France, the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the Ottoman Empire, the Chinese Empire, 

and the Russian Empire. 

 

 

6. In what sense was the world of 1890 a fusion of old and new? 

 

The world still had old empires and kingdoms that had been around for hundreds of year. 

At the same time, new, modern nation states were appearing. 

 

 

7. Which aspect of the British Empire helped ensure its world dominance in 1890? 

 

The British Navy, which connecting the colonies with the UK. 

 

 

8. List seven major world events that occurred between 1890 and 1990? 
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Two major world wars, the disappearance of empires like the Ottoman and Austro-

Hungarian Empires (along with their Sultans and Emperors), the rise of modern nation-

states, the transformation of the British Empire into the Commonwealth, the rise and fall 

of two “superpowers” (the USA and the USSR), and the emergence and decline of world 

communism. 

 

 

9. Define Industrialization: the exploitation of the world’s economic wealth. 

 

 

10. Which other two economic factors influenced rapid development between 1890 and 1990? 

 

Technological progress and labour-saving devices. 

 

 

11. List three new technologies that transformed societies between 1890 and 1990. What would 

be one major effect of each? 

 

New Technology Possible Impact 

Oil and Gas 
 

The emergence of the internal combustion engine and petro plastics. 

The Airplane 
 
 

Revolutionized travel. Connected disparate countries and contributed 
to increased contact and trade between people groups. 

Hydro-Electric Dams 
 
 

Helped transform hydro into electricity to feed large cities. Allowed for 
increased urbanization. 

 

 

12. In your own words, define each of the following economic systems: 

 

Economic System Definition 

 
a) Capitalist 
 

 
Products, technologies and businesses are owned by 
individuals. Free trade creates wealth for everyone in a society. 
 

 
b) Socialist 
 

 
The state owns many products and technologies and runs many 
industries. Wealth is redistributed and shared among the 
citizens. 
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c) Communist 
 

 
Through a violent revolution, the workers overthrow capitalists, 
take ownership of the factories and means of production, and 
set up worker’s communes to run business and government. 

 
d) Mixed-Economic 
 

 
A compromise between capitalism and socialism. Both the state 
(government) and private enterprise is involved in owning, 
managing, and running the economy. 

 

 

 

13. Examine the table “Economic Indicators 1890-1990” as you answer the following questions: 

 

a) What source does this data come from? 

 

The GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 1990-1991) 

 

b) What is an “importer” and an “exporter”? 

 

Importers bring wealth and products (imports) into a country while exporters send wealth 

and products (exports) out of a country. 

 

c) If your country imports a lot of goods, how might that be an indicator that you are 

wealthy? What about if you export a lot of goods? 

 

It implies that you have generated enough wealth to purchase goods and services from 

other countries. If you export a lot of goods, it implies that lots of other countries desire 

what you are producing and pay you for it. 

 

d) How was wealth measured in the data from 1890 as opposed to in 1990? What might 

that suggest about the changing influence of the USA on the world economy? 

 

The 1890 data measures wealth by million tonnes produced. What is not mentioned in 

this table is that countries measured their wealth against the gold standard in 1890 (the 

value of gold was considered stable enough to measure all forms of wealth against it). By 

1990, however, the capitalist world had begun to measure wealth against the US dollar, 

which indicates that the American economy had become the most powerful economy in 

the world. 

 

e) Which countries remained leading world exporters between 1890 and 1990? 

 

The USA, France, the UK/ Britain, and Germany. 
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f) Which nations emerged as new exporters sometime during the 20th Century? 

 

Japan, Italy, the Netherlands, and Spain. 

 

g) How did Britain/ the UK change in terms of its economic dominance between 1890 and 

1990? 

It was more dominant in 1890. 

 

h) Compare the data in 1890 with the data in 1990. In general, what might it suggest about 

the changing distribution of wealth? 

By 1990, more European countries had emerged as dominant economies. 

 

14. Examine the two political maps of the world in 1890 and 1990, as well as the two maps 

indicated Sources of energy and wealth in 1890 and 1990. Pay attention to change and 

continuity. Indicate which statements are true for the World in 1890, which are true for the 

World in 1990, and which are true for both periods in time. 

 

 

Statement True 
For 
1890 

True 
For 
1990 

True 
For 
Both 
Periods 

1. Most of Africa was conquered and controlled by European 
countries. 

X   

2. Fossil Fuels like oil and petroleum had become the major 
source of wealth in the world. 

 X  

3. The sun never set on the British Empire. 
 

X   

4. Communist countries occupied the larger part of Europe 
and Asia. 

 X  

5. Coal and Iron Ore were the main sources of energy and 
wealth. 
 

X   

6. Parts of Africa, Asia, Russia and the Middle East 
emerged as major producers of oil. 

 X  

7. Use of electricity became widespread. 
 

 X  

 

 

 


