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Social Studies 8 Course Outline (2017-2018) 
Burnaby Mountain Secondary School 

Teacher: Stephen Balnave 

stephen.balnave@sd41.bc.ca    balnaveclass.wordpress.com  

 
What do we learn in Social Studies? 

● Social Studies is a course that combines the study of disciplines like history, geography, archaeology, 
law, economics, demographics, and political science. 	

● In Social Studies, we learn how to make sense of the past and practice important skills, such as 
evaluating historical evidence or making judgments about an argument or point of view.	

● Social Studies can help us to connect causes and effects, and to understand “how we got here” in terms 
of the historical, political, economic, or social realities of our world.	

● While much of what we do in school prepares us to get a good job when we grow up, Social Studies 
should also prepare us to become informed citizens and voters.  
	

What skills do we practice in Social Studies? 

In Social Studies we… 

● Attempt to think creatively (eg: imagining alternative explanations, causes or consequences) and 
critically (eg: making informed judgments) about past and current events.	

● Practice active reading skills, such as skimming for the main idea, scanning for details, making 
connections, or inferring meaning from context.	

● Practicing listening and note-taking strategies.	
● Practice interpreting, analyzing, and making judgments about primary sources and competing historical 

accounts.	
● Practice writing narrative, compare and contrast, cause and effect, persuasive, and other expository texts.	
● Practice the organizational, communicative, and leadership skills necessary for collaboration, group 

work and public speaking. 
	

Assignments: How will we know that you know? 

● This course is divided up into six units. Although you will not pick the time period of focus, you will 
have opportunity for choosing specific areas of interest or focus within each period of time.	

● You are responsible for completing and submitting one individual and one major partner or group 
assignment per unit. You will be able to choose both what to focus on and how to demonstrate your 
knowledge.	

● You will upload all your work to a portfolio, which you will revisit and evaluate at the end of the year to 
demonstrate what you know and what you can do.	
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Mr. B’s Classroom Policies and Procedures 
 
Lates and Absences:  

● Please show up to class on time.  If you are late, please enter from the back door.  If Mr. B or 
another student is giving a presentation, please wait outside until they are finished.	
● If you are absent from class, please find out from the teacher about what you have missed.  
Bring a note or have a parent or guardian call the front office. I will mark you absent. It is your job 
to make sure that the office excuses your absence.	

 

Participation: 

● Participation involves tasks such as listening actively to others, offering your own ideas in 
discussion, helping your group complete a task, making notes, working with a partner, or sharing 
your thoughts on paper.	
● Please avoid interrupting others when they are talking.	
● We also participate when we arrive at class with all supplies, prepared and ready to learn.	

 

Cell Phone Policy 

● Use it responsibly (no distracting cell phone use like gaming or chat).  You may use your cell 
phone if doing so helps us learn (ie: as a dictionary or to check something on google). 	
● Absolutely no cell phone use during closed book tests.	
● If you can’t use your cell phone responsibly, I may have to intervene to help you act 
responsibly. 	

 

Assignments/Homework  

● Each assignment must be shown to the teacher or handed in at the beginning of the class on which 
it is due.	

● All assignments and handouts will be uploaded to the class blog (balnaveclass@wordpress.com). If 
you lose or are missing a handout please download it and print it off from there. I will frequently 
post any upcoming deadlines and homework assignments on the blog as well.	

 
Plagiarism and cheating 
 
You will not get credit for a test or assignment if you cheat.  Getting someone else to write your 
assignment is cheating.  Copying words from a source without citing where you got it from is called 
plagiarism. You will submit a bibliography with most or all assignments and this will help you avoid 
plagiarism. 
 
In our classroom, we R-E-S-P-E-C-T ourselves and each other. 
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**Although	we	will	move	through	each	unit	together,	you	are	not	expected	to	cover	ALL	of	the	
content	or	curricular	competencies.	However,	you	should	demonstrate	a	few	of	each	for	every	unit.	

Topic 
 

Essential  
Questions 

 
 
It is important to ask… 
 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 
 

I can… 

Course  
Content 

 
 

I understand… 

 
Unit 1 
 
 
Geography, 
Chronology, 
and 
Research 
Mini Unit 
(Oct) 
 

1. How do we organize 
the past? 

2. What information can a 
map communicate? 

3. How can maps help us 
answer historical 
questions? 

4. What are primary & 
secondary sources and 
how do we use them? 

5. How and why do we 
create bibliographies? 

❏ Organize and locate events 
along an historical timeline	

❏ Locate different countries, 
regions, and civilizations on 
a map.	

❏ Read a map in order to find 
information relevant to a 
specific task.	

❏ Evaluate a map for its 
purpose, strengths, and 
limitations.	

❏ Find relevant sources and 
record pertinent information 
in a bibliography.	
 

❏ Basic modern world 
geography.	

❏ The geographic context 
of major world 
civilizations	

❏ How we organize dates 
and events in our 
calendar.	

❏ Different types of maps 
and their purposes	

❏ How to use primary and 
secondary sources.	

❏ How to conduct research 
and write a bibliography	

 

 
 
Unit 2 
 
 
World 
Religions 
Mini Unit 
(Sept) 
 

1. What are religions? 
2. What are the big 

questions that all 
religions address? 

3. What do I believe 
about the big questions 
of life? 

4. How are different 
religions unique and 
how are they similar? 

5. How have different 
religions changed over 
time? 

 

❏ Compare and contrast 
different societies and 
religions	

❏ Take on different cultural 
and historical perspectives 
and points of view.	

❏ Analyze parables as 
conveyors of meaning and 
values	

❏ Work collaboratively in 
groups to dramatically and 
creatively re-enact a parable.	

❏ Work collaboratively in 
groups to creatively 
communicate key aspects of 
a major world religion.	
 

 

❏ The beliefs, teachings, 
history and practices of 
major religions, 
including Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Sikhism, 
Judaism, Christianity & 
Islam.	

❏ Similarities and 
differences among 
religions	

❏ The structure and 
function of parables	
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Topic 
 

Essential  
Questions 

 
 
Ask and answer… 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 
 

I can… 

Course  
Content 

 
 

I understand… 
 
Unit 3 
 
Pre-modern 
Societies to 
1500  
 
Option A: 
East Asia 
 
(November 
-- January) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Asia: 
 

1. How did China 
influence the 
development of 
modern technology? 

2. How were women, 
children, and other 
social groups treated 
in China/ Japan? 

3. Compare and contrast 
the cultural and 
intellectual 
contributions of 
Chinese philosophies. 

4. Evaluate the impact 
of Buddhism on East 
Asian societies. 

5. How did Mongol 
empires impact 
surrounding 
civilizations? 

6. What was the 
significance of the 
Silk Road? 

7. Describe the 
development of 
Feudalism in Japan. 

8. Evaluate the impact 
of the Bushido Code 
and the Samurai 
tradition on Japanese 
history and culture. 

 
 

❏ Characterize different time 
periods in history, including 
periods of progress and decline, 
and identify key turning points 
that mark periods of change.	

❏ Evaluate the role of philosophy 
and religion in shaping society.	

❏ Assess the impact of conflict on 
societies.	

❏ Gather, analyze, interpret and 
present historical information.	

❏ Recognize the subjectivity and 
facticity of varying historical 
narratives and accounts.	

❏ Compare and contrast past 
societies with our own.	

❏ Identify, analyze and evaluate 
varying cultural rules and 
customs.	

❏ Evaluate the legacy of specific 
historical figures.	

❏ Assess the credibility of 
multiple sources and the 
adequacy of evidence to justify 
conclusions.	

❏ Adopt and communicate 
varying perspectives on 
historical persons and events.	

❏ Analyze, interpret and evaluate 
maps and historical documents.	

❏ Write effective expository, 
narrative, and persuasive texts.	

❏ Plan, organize, and deliver an 
oral presentation.	

❏ Effectively use digital 
technology to accomplish 
important tasks.	

❏ Work effectively in groups.	

❏ Submit work on time and to the 
best of my ability.	

 

❏ The unique contributions 
of different civilizations 
to world history.	

❏ The unique contributions 
and impact of various 
philosophies and 
religions.	

❏ The role of the military 
conquests in shaping 
history.	

❏ The impact of disease 
and warfare on various 
societies	

❏ The causes and 
consequences of 
conflicts	

❏ The ways in which 
religion and politics 
interacted to shape the 
development of different 
societies.	

❏ How different religions 
and worldviews both 
changed history and 
were shaped by different 
societies.	
❏ The political, social, 
and economic structures 
of different societies.	
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Topic 
 

Essential  
Questions 

 
 
Ask and answer… 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 
 

I can… 

Course  
Content 

 
 

I understand… 
 
Unit 3 
 
 
Pre-modern 
Societies to 
1500  
 
Option B:  
Europe  
 
(November 
-- January) 

Europe: 
 

1. How different were 
Feudal Societies from 
our own? 

2. How did the social/ 
political structures of 
feudal societies 
impact everyday life? 

3. What was the status 
of women and 
children during this 
period in history? 

4. Assess the positive 
and negative impacts 
of the Black Death/ 
Crusades. 

5. Why did the Crusades 
happen? 

6. Assess the role and 
importance of secular 
and religious 
institutions during the 
Middle-Ages. 

 

❏ Characterize different time 
periods in history, including 
periods of progress and decline, 
and identify key turning points 
that mark periods of change.	
❏ Evaluate the role of 
philosophy and religion in 
shaping society.	
❏ Assess the impact of conflict 
on societies.	
❏ Gather, analyze, interpret 
and present historical 
information.	
❏ Recognize the subjectivity 
and facticity of varying historical 
narratives and accounts.	
❏ Compare and contrast past 
societies with our own.	
❏ Identify, analyze and 
evaluate varying cultural rules 
and customs.	
❏ Evaluate the legacy of 
specific historical figures.	
❏ Assess the credibility of 
multiple sources and the 
adequacy of evidence to justify 
conclusions.	
❏ Adopt and communicate 
varying perspectives on historical 
persons and events.	
❏ Read, analyze and interpret 
maps and historical documents.	
❏ Write effective expository, 
narrative, and persuasive texts.	
❏ Plan, organize, and deliver 
an oral presentation.	
❏ Effectively use digital 
technology to accomplish 
important tasks.	

❏ Work effectively in groups.	

❏ Submit work on time and to 
the best of my ability.	

	

❏ The unique 
contributions of different 
civilizations to world 
history.	
❏ The unique 
contributions and impact 
of various philosophies 
and religions.	
❏ The role of the 
military conquests in 
shaping history.	
❏ The impact of 
disease and warfare on 
various societies	
❏ The causes and 
consequences of 
conflicts	
❏ The ways in which 
religion and politics 
interacted to shape the 
development of different 
societies.	
❏ How different 
religions and worldviews 
both changed history and 
were shaped by different 
societies.	
❏ The political, social, 
and economic structures 
of different societies.	
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Topic 
 

Essential  
Questions 

 
 

Ask and answer… 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 
 

I can… 

Course  
Content 

 
 

I understand… 
 
 
Unit 3 
 
 
Pre-modern 
Societies to 
1500  
 
Option C: 
 
Africa and 
the Arab 
World 

Africa and the Arab World 
1. How did physical 
geography shape 
different cultures 
across Africa and the 
Middle East? 
2. Explain the 
significance of trade 
routes on the 
development of 
different societies. 
3. How did geography 
impact the 
development of 
different civilizations? 
4. Explore the 
relationship between 
politics, religion, 
identity and conflict 
within different 
societies. 
5. How did 
advancements in 
science, medicine, and 
technology impact 
world civilizations? 
6. What factors made 
each civilization 
influential? 
7. How did the rise of 
Islam influence world 
history? 

❏ Characterize different time 
periods in history, including 
periods of progress and decline, 
and identify key turning points 
that mark periods of change.	
❏ Evaluate the role of 
philosophy and religion in 
shaping society.	
❏ Assess the impact of conflict 
on societies.	
❏ Gather, analyze, interpret 
and present historical 
information.	
❏ Recognize the subjectivity 
and facticity of varying historical 
narratives and accounts.	
❏ Compare and contrast past 
societies with our own.	
❏ Identify, analyze and 
evaluate varying cultural rules 
and customs.	
❏ Evaluate the legacy of 
specific historical figures.	
❏ Assess the credibility of 
multiple sources and the 
adequacy of evidence to justify 
conclusions.	
❏ Adopt and communicate 
varying perspectives on historical 
persons and events.	
❏ Read, analyze and interpret 
maps and historical documents.	
❏ Write effective expository, 
narrative, and persuasive texts.	
❏ Plan, organize, and deliver 
an oral presentation.	
❏ Effectively use digital 
technology to accomplish 
important tasks.	

❏ Work effectively in groups.	

❏ Submit work on time and to 
the best of my ability.	

	

❏ The unique 
contributions of different 
civilizations to world 
history.	
❏ The unique 
contributions and impact 
of various philosophies 
and religions.	
❏ The role of the 
military conquests in 
shaping history.	
❏ The impact of 
disease and warfare on 
various societies	
❏ The causes and 
consequences of 
conflicts	
❏ The ways in which 
religion and politics 
interacted to shape the 
development of different 
societies.	
❏ How different 
religions and worldviews 
both changed history and 
were shaped by different 
societies.	
❏ The political, social, 
and economic structures 
of different societies.	
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Topic 
 

Essential  
Questions 

 
 
Ask and answer… 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 
 

I can… 

Course  
Content 

 
 

I understand… 
 
Unit 3 
 
 
 
 
Pre-modern 
Societies to 
1500  
Option D: 
India & 
South Asia  
(Nov – 
Dec) 
 

1. How did physical 
geography shape 
different cultures 
across South Asia and 
the Indian Sub-
Continent? 
2. Explain the 
significance of trade 
routes on the 
development of 
different societies in 
South and Central 
Asia. 
3. How did geography 
impact the 
development of 
different civilizations? 
4. Explore the 
relationship between 
politics, religion, 
identity and conflict 
within different 
societies. 
5. How did 
advancements in 
science, medicine, and 
technology impact 
South and Central 
Asia? 
6. Explore the 
interaction of 
Hinduism, Sikhism and 
Islam in India and 
South Asia. 

❏ Characterize different time 
periods in history, including 
periods of progress and decline, 
and identify key turning points 
that mark periods of change.	
❏ Evaluate the role of 
philosophy and religion in 
shaping society.	
❏ Assess the impact of conflict 
on societies.	
❏ Gather, analyze, interpret 
and present historical 
information.	
❏ Recognize the subjectivity 
and facticity of varying historical 
narratives and accounts.	
❏ Compare and contrast past 
societies with our own.	
❏ Identify, analyze and 
evaluate varying cultural rules 
and customs.	
❏ Evaluate the legacy of 
specific historical figures.	
❏ Assess the credibility of 
multiple sources and the 
adequacy of evidence to justify 
conclusions.	
❏ Adopt and communicate 
varying perspectives on historical 
persons and events.	
❏ Read, analyze and interpret 
maps and historical documents.	
❏ Write effective expository, 
narrative, and persuasive texts.	
❏ Plan, organize, and deliver 
an oral presentation.	
❏ Effectively use digital 
technology to accomplish 
important tasks.	

❏ Work effectively in groups.	

❏ Submit work on time and to 
the best of my ability.	

	

❏ The unique 
contributions of different 
civilizations to world 
history.	
❏ The unique 
contributions and impact 
of various philosophies 
and religions.	
❏ The role of the 
military conquests in 
shaping history.	
❏ The impact of 
disease and warfare on 
various societies	
❏ The causes and 
consequences of 
conflicts	
❏ The ways in which 
religion and politics 
interacted to shape the 
development of different 
societies.	
❏ How different 
religions and worldviews 
both changed history and 
were shaped by different 
societies.	
❏ The political, social, 
and economic structures 
of different societies.	
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Topic 
 

Essential  
Questions 

 
 
Ask and answer… 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 
 

I can… 

Course  
Content 

 
 

I understand… 
 
 
Unit 4 
 
 
 
The 
European 
Renaissance 
Reformation 
& Counter- 
Reformation 
 
(Feb-March) 
 

1. How did the 
Renaissance change 
ideas about the world? 

2. How did change bring 
about conflict in 
Renaissance Europe? 

3. How did religious 
institutions respond to 
scientific, 
technological, 
philosophical, and 
cultural shifts during 
the Renaissance? 

4. What were the 
greatest sources of 
conflict during and 
after the Reformation? 
5. Which was the 
most significant source 
of conflict during the 
Reformation? 
6. Which had more 
power during the 
reformation: the state 
or the church? 

❏ Characterize different time 
periods in history, including 
periods of progress and decline, 
and identify key turning points 
that mark periods of change.	
❏ Evaluate the role of 
philosophy and religion in 
shaping society.	
❏ Assess the impact of conflict 
on societies.	
❏ Gather, analyze, interpret 
and present historical 
information.	
❏ Recognize the subjectivity 
and facticity of varying historical 
narratives and accounts.	
❏ Compare and contrast past 
societies with our own.	
❏ Identify, analyze and 
evaluate varying cultural rules 
and customs.	
❏ Evaluate the legacy of 
specific historical figures.	
❏ Assess the credibility of 
multiple sources and the 
adequacy of evidence to justify 
conclusions.	
❏ Adopt and communicate 
varying perspectives on historical 
persons and events.	
❏ Read, analyze and interpret 
maps and historical documents.	
❏ Write effective expository, 
narrative, and persuasive texts.	
❏ Plan, organize, and deliver 
an oral presentation.	
❏ Effectively use digital 
technology to accomplish 
important tasks.	

❏ Work effectively in groups.	

❏ Submit work on time and to 
the best of my ability.	

	

❏ The unique 
contributions of different 
civilizations to world 
history.	
❏ The unique 
contributions and impact 
of various philosophies 
and religions.	
❏ The role of the 
military conquests in 
shaping history.	
❏ The impact of 
disease and warfare on 
various societies	
❏ The causes and 
consequences of 
conflicts	
❏ The ways in which 
religion and politics 
interacted to shape the 
development of different 
societies.	
❏ How different 
religions and worldviews 
both changed history and 
were shaped by different 
societies.	
❏ The political, social, 
and economic structures 
of different societies.	
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Topic 
 

Essential  
Questions 

 
 
Ask and answer… 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 
 

I can… 

Course  
Content 

 
 

I understand… 
 

 
Unit 5 
 
Aboriginal 
Peoples of 
The 
Americas  
 
(April) 
 
 
 

1. How did physical 
geography shape 
different aboriginal 
cultures across North 
America? 

2. How were Canadian 
Aboriginal peoples 
both similar and 
unique? 

3. How do oral histories 
and cultural artifacts 
preserve and transmit 
identities and stories 
about the past? 

4. How can archaeology 
and the study of 
artifacts inform us 
about the past? 
 

❏ Identify Causes and 
Consequences	

❏ Compare and contrast different 
societies	

❏ Characterize different time 
periods in history and identify 
turning points that marked 
period of change	
❏ Assess the credibility of 
multiple sources and the 
adequacy of evidence to justify 
conclusions.	
❏ Gather, analyze, interpret 
and present historical 
information.	
❏ Recognize the subjectivity 
and facticity of varying 
historical narratives and 
accounts.	
❏ Adopt and communicate 
varying perspectives on 
historical persons and events.	
❏ Read, analyze and interpret 
maps and historical documents.	
❏ Write effective expository, 
narrative, and persuasive texts.	
❏ Plan, organize, and deliver 
an oral presentation.	
❏ Effectively use digital 
technology to accomplish 
important tasks.	

❏ Work effectively in groups.	

❏ Submit work on time and to 
the best of my ability.	

 

 

 

 

❏ The social, political, and 
economic systems and 
structures of a few 
different aboriginal 
societies.	

❏ The differences and 
similarities among 
different aboriginal 
groups.	

❏ The ways in which 
aboriginal peoples 
interacted with their 
environment and with 
each other.	

❏ Some unique aboriginal 
perspectives on various 
topics	
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Topic 
 

Essential  
Questions 

 
 
Ask and answer… 

Curricular 
Competencies 

 
 

I can… 

Course  
Content 

 
 

I understand… 
 

 
Unit 6 
 
 
 
European 
Exploration, 
First 
Contact 
Colonialism 
and Slavery 
 
(May-June) 

1. What were the push 
and pull factors behind 
European expansion, 
exploration and 
colonization? 

2. What was the impact 
of contact on European 
and Aboriginal 
Societies? 

3. How did aboriginal 
societies contribute to 
the development of 
modern societies? 

4. How are different 
groups represented in 
various cultural 
narratives? 

5. What is the legacy of 
Aboriginal/ European 
contact on Canada 
today? 

6. What were the 
influences that 
sustained colonialism 
and slavery? 

7. Evaluate the impact of 
slavery on human 
societies. 

8. Problem-solving: 
evaluate and defend 
approaches to 
eradicating human 
slavery. 

❏ Determine what factors led to 
particular decisions, actions, 
and events, and assess their 
short term and long-term 
consequences	

❏ Compare and contrast different 
societies	

❏ Characterize different time 
periods in history and identify 
turning points that marked 
period of change	
❏ Gather, analyze, interpret 
and present historical 
information.	
❏ Recognize the subjectivity 
and facticity of varying 
historical narratives and 
accounts.	

❏ Evaluate the impact of 
historical events.	

❏ Make ethical judgments about 
past events.	
❏ Assess the credibility of 
multiple sources and the 
adequacy of evidence to justify 
conclusions.	
❏ Adopt and communicate 
varying perspectives on 
historical persons and events.	
❏ Read, analyze and interpret 
maps and historical documents.	
❏ Write effective expository, 
narrative, and persuasive texts.	
❏ Plan, organize, and deliver 
an oral presentation.	
❏ Effectively use digital 
technology to accomplish 
important tasks.	

❏ Work effectively in groups.	

❏ Submit work on time and to 
the best of my ability.	

❏ Why many Europeans 
left Europe and explored 
the world.	

❏ Why some Europeans 
migrated to North 
America.	

❏ The effects of contact, 
imperialism and 
colonialism on 
Aboriginal Peoples and 
Europeans	

❏ How the legacy of 
colonialism still impacts 
our world today.	
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