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How Canada’s Government System Works 



● Federal Democratic Parliamentary Constitutional Monarchy 

○ Queen or king is head of state while prime minister is head of government.

○ A nation which has both a monarch with very limited powers and an elected parliament.

○ Federalism is where the government is divided between central authority and smaller units.

○ A system where voters elect leaders to make decisions on their behalf - Representation in Government.

● Our parliament consists of the queen who is represented by the governor general (who also gives 

Royal Assent to bills), the Senate and the House of Commons.

● FEDERAL LEVEL:

○ Controls  defense, international trade, aboriginal relations, federal finances, and interest rates.

○ Executive  Branch:

■ Propose bills which become laws.

Prime Minister, Cabinet (appointed ministers are generally elected MPs), and Governor General.
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● PROVINCIAL LEVEL:

○ Controls health care, education, property, ambulance services, and speed limits 

on highways.

○ Also has 3 branches of government but does not have a Senate.

○ The premier is the head of government of a province or territory. 

○ Legislature:

■ The Legislature of BC is composed of the Lieutenant Governor and 87 

elected Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs). 

■ MLAs represent the interests of their constituents (the citizens that 

reside in the MLA’s electoral area), by participating in political debates 

during sessions of the Legislative Assembly.

● MUNICIPAL LEVEL:

○ Controls libraries, bylaws, road repairs, and garbage pickup and recycling 

programs.
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How Canada’s Government is Democratic and 
Effective



● Canadian Constitution - structure of legal systems.

○ The basic rule book upon which all of Canada’s laws are based.

○ Divides political jurisdiction between federal, provincial, and municipal.

○ Clear rules and laws so everyone accepts decisions even if they don’t like them.

● Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms - Pierre Elliott Trudeau 

○ Rights (always protected) vs. Freedoms (can be restricted)

○ Rights to vote in elections.

○ Legal rights - even in jail.

○ House of Commons and Legislative Assembly must change every 5 years.

1. Freedom of Conscience and Religion.

2. Freedom of Movement.
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● Division of Powers.

○ Neither government can make laws dealing with subjects that the other has power over.

● Restraints on Power.

○ Checks and Balances - ensuring that power is not concentrated in the hands of one individual/group.

○ Not a regular Monarchy/no sovereign.

○ “Absolute power corrupts absolutely” - Lord Acton (1834-1902)

● Separation of Power.

○ All 3 branches (Executive, Legislative, Judicial) of government are accountable.

○ Avoid conflicts of interest.

○ Prevent concentration of too much power in 1 place.

● Electing and Appointing.
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● Canada has a wide range of political parties in order to take into account multiple perspectives:

○ NDP wants to invest in child care spaces and increase Canadian Pension Plan contributions.

○ Conservatives wants to lower taxes of individuals and business as well as build the Keystone XL pipeline.

○ Liberals want to tax the rich/financially support middle-class as well as support gay marriage and abortion.

○ Green Party is committed to the environment/climate change and wants to tax alcohol and tobacco.

○ Bloc Québécois wants to separate Quebec  from the rest of Canada.

● Innocent until proven guilty.

○ The accused does not need to prove innocent.

○ Accuser must prove them guilty.

○ Canadians would rather risk a guilty person avoiding punishment than an innocent person being punished.

● Civil Law and Criminal Law.
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How Canada’s Government System is Superior 
to America’s Government System



● Canada’s Prime Minister has less power, making a dictatorship more unlikely.

○ America has a republican political system, which means that the all members of government are voted on by 

the citizens.

○ A republic might not be the best decision because of the possibility of choosing the wrong president and giving 

them excessive power.

○ If this occurs, the president has the power to veto laws, whereas in Canada the prime minister has limited 

power, not including that of vetoing. 

● Canada has more political parties than America. 

○ America has two political parties, which are Republican and Democrat.

○ Canada has many more: NDP, Conservative, Liberal, Green, & Bloc Québécois.

How Canada’s Government System is Superior to America’s Government System



● Canada has two official languages - French and English - while the USA only has English.

○ Diversity/multiculturalism is promoted as well as bilingualism. 

○ More enticing, relatable and appealing for a larger body of individuals.

○ Benefits in travel and communication with other countries.

○ An “asset”, and “investment”, and a “marketing factor” according to many government officials.

○ History being preserved and recognizing the battle of the Plains of Abraham in Quebec/ the Seven Year’s War.

● The House of Representatives and the Senate are elected at different times in the USA.

○ This means that a democratic President may face a republican congress.

○ House of Representatives = every 2 years.

○ Senate = every 6 years

○ This would not occur in Canada:
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● Our election turnout is more fair: 

○ In Canada, voter turnout for the richest 20% of the population is roughly 63%, whereas the participation rate 

of the bottom 20% is only slightly less, at 60%. 

○ In the States, roughly 79% of the wealthiest voters turn out to cast ballots, compared to just slightly more than 

half of the poorest voters.

● Our politicians are more representative of the gender divide: 

○ Federally, women make up 24.7% of Parliament, compared to the U.S. Congress where women account for 

just 17.8% of representatives.

○ America has just five female governors, and the vast majority of Americans live in male-governed states.

○ The governments of Ontario, Quebec, British Columbia, Alberta, Newfoundland and Labrador, and Nunavut 

are all led by females who are responsible for governing more than 87% of Canada’s population. 

● Canada has appointed, impartial judges:

○ Our judges are appointed, not elected: While some believe Canadian judges should be picked directly by 
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How Being a Member of the British 
Commonwealth Could Be Beneficial



● Tourism:

○ In 2004, about 800,000 British residents visited Canada, making the United Kingdom Canada's second-

largest source of tourists. 

○ That same year, British visitors spent almost $1 billion while visiting Canada. 

○ Britain was the third most-popular international destination for Canadian tourists in 2003.

■ With 700,000 visitors spending over C$800 million.

● Citizenship:

○ A Commonwealth citizen is not regarded to be a foreign citizen, or alien. 

■ In Korea, whoever is not in Korea are considered “alien”.

○ This tradition descends from the older 'British subject' designation - though nothing but name has changed 

with regards to this concept other than name.

● Economic:
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● Immigration and Migration:

○ Many Commonwealth citizens still hold British passports, 

so it is also far easier for Commonwealth citizens to 

immigrate to the UK than non-Commonwealth citizens

○ From the conquest of New France until 1966, Britain 

remained one of Canada's largest sources of immigrants, 

usually the largest..

● Commonwealth Games:

○ The Commonwealth Games are held every four years in a 

Commonwealth member country.

○ They add extra tourism and economy to the respective 

country.

● Defence:

Commonwealth members would seek to protect each 
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Economic Reasons for Joining Canada



● Deficit:

○ In 2010, Canada’s fiscal deficit was forecasted be $33 billion, well below the 3%-of-GDP threshold that 

economists consider manageable. Compare that to the U.S.’s 9.2%.

● Resources:

○ In 2013, natural resources directly and indirectly accounted for almost 1.8 million jobs in Canada.

○ Canada’s natural resource sectors contributed to approximately 19% of nominal GDP in 2013.

○ Canada has the 3rd largest oil reserves in the world, behind Venezuela and Saudi Arabia.

○ Canada ranks among the top 3 global producers for potash (1st), uranium (2nd) and aluminum (3rd).

○ For about 200 communities across Canada, the forest sector makes up at least 50% of the economic base.

○ $30Billion/year - Amount governments have derived annually on average from the natural resource sectors 

(2008–2012).

○ Global demand for energy is projected to increase 33% by 2035, meaning new export market opportunities 
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● Jobs:

○ We created 200,000 more jobs for canadians in 2016.

○ Our young workers are doing better than other countries: 

■ Young workers here are more likely to find work. Canada’s youth unemployment rate is 13.5%, 

compared to 16.8% in the States.

● Household Net Worths:

○ Canada’s average household net worth of $363,000 is higher than America’s, at $320,000.

● Tourism:

○ In 2013, Canada's tourism industry:

■ Represented more of Canada’s GDP than agriculture, forestry and fisheries combined.

■ Generated $88.5 billion in economic activity.
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Social Reasons for Joining Canada



● Jails:

○ In 2012, 38,700 people were serving time in Canada, roughly 114 for every 100,000 citizens. That’s nothing. 

○ In the U.S. 2.24 million Americans are locked up—716 for every 100,000 citizens, the highest incarceration 

rate in the world. Canada ranks 136th.

● Capital Punishment:

○ Canada officially abolished the death penalty in 1976, but no Canadian inmate has been executed since 1962.

○ In contrast, the U.S. put 43 prisoners to death in 2012  alone.

● Mass shootings here are rare: 

○ Since 1982 in the U.S. there have been at least 45 shootings in which at least six people were killed. In total, 

434 people were murdered in those incidents, and another 384 injured. 

○ During that time, there were two such events in Canada.

● Legalizing Gay Marriage:
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● We have far fewer murders: 

○ Our homicide rate is 1.73 per 100,000 people, compared to 4.7 

in the U.S. 

● Lower Crime Rate than the USA:

○ Canada had 2.52 million total crimes in 2002, while the USA 

had 11.88 million, and was ranked #1 in the world. 

○ In 2013, Canada was also found to have around 31 individuals 

in 100 involved in gun crime, while the USA had around 89 in 

100, approximately 3 times more than Canada.

● We’re less likely to get robbed: 

○ Canada’s robbery rate is 86 per 100,000, far below America’s 

rate of 114.

● Poor kids are more likely to attend university or college 
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● Free Health Care:

○ Canada’s single-payer system is mostly publicly funded, while the U.S. has a multi-payer, heavily private 

system. 

■ Single-payer healthcare is a health care system financed by taxes that covers the costs of essential 

healthcare for all residents.

■ A multi-payer system is one in which individuals choose among competing health insurers for their 

care.

○ American Health Care System:

■ Some health information gets lost with the transfer from one provider to the next. There’s a private 

health care system that funds you when you are under 65, and when you’re over 65, you get funded by 

Medicare.

○ Canada’s Health Care System:

■ In Canada, we have a mix of public and private insurance. Half of our health care, mainly essential parts,  

is paid through Medicare and Medicaid, which are publicly sponsored health care programs. The other 

half, including things like physiotherapy and extra medication, is paid through private insurance. 
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● Stricter Gun Laws than America:

○ CANADA:

■ Firearms are considered restricted depending on brand, size, and type of ammunition.

■ Individuals must be over 18.

■ Individuals must participate in the Canadian Restricted Firearms Safety Course and pass the tests in 

order to be approved.

■ A person must have a restricted possession and acquisition licence (RPAL) for restricted firearms.

■ Individuals require an Authorization to Transport (ATT) from a provincial or territorial CFO in order to 

transport a restricted firearm from one location to another. 

■ The average number of authorizations to carry issued guns in Canada was 8,169 per year between 

2005-2011. 

○ AMERICA:
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● Immigration:

○ CANADA:

■ Canada planned to allow 300,000 immigrants into the country in 

2017, as announced in August. 

■ Applicants are ranked on their age, education, language ability, and 

work experience

■ With a population of about 35 million, the immigration target for 

2017 amounts to 0.9% of the population. 

■ According to the 2011 census, 20.6% of the population were foreign-

born and immigrated to Canada. 

○ AMERICA:

■ President Trump embraced a policy on cutting legal immigration in 

half in attempts to stem the flow of newcomers to the United States. 

■ Since taking office, he has barred many visitors from select Muslim-
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● Literacy Rates (of 2013) and Education:

○ 48.3% of Canadians have a post-secondary degree, compared to 40.3% in the U.S.

○ According to international studies, Canada does better overall than the US in higher average achievement in 

primary and secondary schools, and the gap between high and low performing students is less.

○ As of 2016…Canada is besting the US very clearly, in reading, math and science, according to the study by The 

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).
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Thank You For Listening!


